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Nigerian leather back binding, with Winterbottom’s fast 
finish Library Cloth sides. Suitable for Fiction and light weight 
books. This is the best binding at a low cost ever offered or being 
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thods of sewing, and strong split-board attachment to cover. 
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cone SECOND TRIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING 
: OF THE 
D : SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
0) ‘ held at Bloemfontein 
on Friday and Saturday, October 9 and 10, 1936 
13 ff 
4 There were present Mr. A. C. G. Lloyd, the retiring president, Mr. 
A Percy Freer, the incoming president, and forty-two members and dele- 
i gates. 
- | WELCOME BY HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR 
In welcoming the members and delegates, Councillor A. C. White, 
4 the Mayor of Bloemfontein, said : — 
i “The most pleasant duty which falls to the lot a of Mayor is welcom- 
? 


ing delegates to a Conference such as this — of course we claim that Bloem- 
fontein is a City of Conferences. That pleasure, to-day, ladies and gentle- 
men, is very much increased by the fact, as your President has stated, that 
your Association was founded in our town. I think it was in the year 1928 
that the Carnegie Corporation sent over two gentlemen, Messrs. Pitt and 
Ferguson, to make inquiries into library conditions in South Africa. Then 
your organization was founded in our town and, I believe, the first Confer- 
ence was held here in 1930. Three years later it was held in Johannesburg, 
and to-day it is again my very pleasant duty to welcome you back to the old 
homestead. 

Bloemfontein is very proud, ladies and gentlemen, of its progressive 
Library and I would here like to take the opportunity, the first one that has 
fallen to my lot, to thank the members of our local Committee for their 
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very deserving efforts in keeping our Library, shall I say, on the map. They 
have done some wonderfully good and unselfish work. I would also like to 
pay a tribute to the members of the Staff for their tact and willingness, at 
all times, to serve the members of the public and to answer, very often, 
questions which are, all too often, ridiculous. 


Now ladies and gentlemen, I am coming on to more dangerous ground. 
I want first to point out that Bloemfontein, in proportion to its rateable value, 
contributes more, shall I say, to physical development and recreation than 
any other town in South Africa. I went through some financial statements 
yesterday and I discovered that during the last five years we have spent 
approximately £25,000 per annum in this town on parks, open spaces, 
and in the provision of sports fields for the people. We are this year con- 
tributing to the Bloemfontein Library £1,150. 


I read a very interesting article in a Johannesburg newspaper a few 
days ago, written by the Librarian of Johannesburg,and I agreed with every- 
thing he said until he came down to the last sentence : ‘Johannesburg is 
the only South African town which has accepted any provision of facilities 
for its citizens in which the control of the higher things of life should be 
a charge on the rates,” and then he goes on to advise that all other municipal- 
ities should follow suit. Now Mr. President, who are the ratepayers? A 
ratepayer of the town is a man who has elected to put his savings into a piece 
of land and bricks and mortar and a very considerable number of our rate- 
payers in Bloemfontein are widows to whom a house has been left on the 
death of the breadwinner. Now why should A, because he has elected to put 
his money into bricks and mortar, pay rates for the upkeep of the library 
when B, who has elected to put his money into stocks and shares and bonds, 
goes free. Those who argue in favour of a free library should not insist on 
the library being a charge against the rates of the town. 


I am not going to argue against a free library, but it should not be 
charged against the rates of atown. But we all benefit and should bear the 
cost. Therefore a library, Mr. President, should be a charge against the 
National Government of the country, not against a section of your people, 
those who have invested in bricks and mortar. 


Now Mr. President, I would again give you a very, very cheery wel- 
come to Bloemfontein. I hope that you will pay a visit to our Parks and to the 
top of the hill, andif I may have the honour to conduct you personally over 
our new Town Hall whenever you have the time, I shall be delighted. 

I wish your Conference every luck and I trust that when you finish 
you will be able to accomplish much that is for the benefit of the organiza- 
tions which you all serve. 
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MINUTES 


The Minutes of the First Triennial General Meeting held at Johannes- 
burg on September 25 and 26, 1933, were confirmed. 


-PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
Mr. A. C. G. Lloyd, in his presidential address, said : — 


Dr. Gubbins. 


‘““My first duty is to express our sorrow at the death of our good 
friend Dr. Gubbins; his enthusiasm was an inspiration to us and his social 
qualities made our meetings more pleasant than they otherwise may have 
been. I had known Dr. Gubbins for the best part of forty years. I was 
at Cambridge with him and I well remember how he started collecting. 
He started writing to me on various points in connexion with the Marico 
district and asking how he should set to work to make a collection of the 
literature dealing with his own particular part of the Transvaal, and I 
often think what a tragedy it has been that Dr. Gubbins had not started 
collecting and not started spending his money wholesale as he did in 
later years when those beautiful maps of Col. Gordon were on offer to the 
people of South Africa for £1,000. I see just how Dr. Gubbins would 
have snapped at the opportunity, but alas that wonderful collection has been 
losi to South Africa. We shall all miss Dr. Gubbins very much and I ask 
you to rise for a few moments as a mark of respect to him. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, we are now in our seventh year, and just 
as it is rather a habit to measure the height and take the weight of a child 
on its birthday, we should now, I think, test our own progress and take our 
own measurements. 

You have had in your hands the Report of the Council and there is no 
need for me to say very much about it, but I should like to emphasize one 
or two points in it. 


Membership. 


Firstly, in the last three years our membership has risen from 140 to 
244, which is a very creditable rate of increase, I think. But I should like 
to underline the remarks of our Secretary. The Institutional members 
include only about one quarter of the public and institutional libraries in 
South Africa. If we take it that there are 230 public libraries and there are 
at least 40 institutional libraries — probably 50 — we can see that of those 
who govern us, our committees, and those responsible for our libraries in 
South Africa, only one quarter have chosen to support our Association. 
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Well, now, I think this is very reprehensible. It seems to me a very 
selfish policy because it would seem that those committees or library 
councils of various kinds do not appear to care for the library movement as 
a whole ; they have not a community sense, no social sense, they are selfish, 
they care for their own Institution for as much as they can get for that Insti- 
tution. They have not helped the library movement forward as a whole. 
They have done nothing to help us. I do think that we ought to persuade 
those who govern us to follow our example and do something for the lib- 
rary movement as a whole. 

Since the last meeting of our Association in Johannesburg, I think 
we have moved forward in several very desirable directions; we have begun 
the publication of our Journal and I am sure we are in great debt to Mr. 
Freer for the work he has done in this connexion. 


Examinations. 


Then our examination system has started going. ‘The examination sys- 
tem which we had so much trouble in forming at our last meeting has got 
into its stride and we have had quite a number of students going in fo1 
examinations, and there, I think, we owe much to Mr. Raikes who has been 
Chairman of the Education Sub-Committee and those who helped him 
and others who worked so hard to make these examinations a success and 
suitable for the profession. I think we certainly owe a great deal of gratitude 
to that Sub-Committee. I am no great believer in examinations but, at any 
rate, they entail a great deal of work and students have to learn a great deal 
to get through them. But there is one thing I should like to urge and that is 
that every library committee should give encouragement to those who have 
tried to improve themselves by undertaking these studies, by giving them 
tangible recognition of their success. Iam glad to say that my own Trustees 
have given practical recognition in the shape of a couple of years seniority 
and a couple of years increase in salary to all those who get through the 
examination, and I think that every library committee should encourage 
assistants to try to make themselves more useful to the public. I am afraid 
very few libraries have done this, but it is a thing which I think every library 
committee should do. 


Vacation Schools. 


Then, gentlemen, there are our Library Schools. Now, our Library 
Schools have done a great deal in bringing together those from the out- 
lying libraries, and I have heard from all sides of the assistance and benefits 
that libraries in some towns have received from our Library Schools. I 
think that they have done a great deal to make these people, living in out- 
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of-the-way places, feel that there are some people who do take an interest 
in them, and that they do belong toa profession. Not only have our younger 
folk learnt much from the efforts of those who have taught, but they have 
learnt a great deal too from the ordinary conversation and reading toge- 
ther that these meetings entail, and I am firmly convinced that the money 
spent on these schools has been well spent, and more and more shall we 
see the fruits of it. 

Well, now, since our last meeiing there have been two major events 
in the library world: the opening of the Johannesburg Library and of the 
Witwatersrand University Library, places which perhaps made some of 
our mouths water. I can only hope that Mr. Kennedy will soon be able to 
say, ‘look at my ring of twenty magnificent branches’, and I hope he will 
have them before we next meet. 


Inter-Library Loans. 


I should like just to refer to one other thing which is not mentioned in 
the Report, that is, our Inter-Library loan system. I was inclined to grumble 
alittle at first. I believed it to be a one-way traffic, from the larger and older 
libraries, which naturally had not the same need to borrow, to the smaller 
and younger. But I am quite convinced now that we should, all of us, do 
as much as we can to develop that system. I believe it is to the greatest 
advantage to education and to scholarship generally in South Africa, and 
that we should do everything we can to help other libraries by making our 
resources available to them as far as possible. But there are certain things 
which I should like to suggest. The work of the Central Library would 
be greatly facilitated and speeded up if it possessed a catalogue of every 
work in the larger libraries. For my own part, I am quite prepared to send 
my accession lists, for the last 20 years at any rate, to Mr. Stirling, and if 
we all sent to him notices of our accessions as they come a Central Catalogue 
would soon come into being. 


Stock. 


The Government, as Mr. Stirling has mentioned in his Report, 
has recently appointed an Inter-Departmental Committee to report to the 
Minister on the whole subject of libraries, but as Iam a member of that 
Committee myself my mouth is closed on much that will come before it. 
So I will turn to another subject. I want to show you how we stand at the 
moment in the libraries of South Africa, and I want to put before you some 
figures which may surprise you a little. First let us look at the stock of books 
in the 230 public libraries of South Africa. If you look at the stock of books 
that there are in the free libraries of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
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you will find that there are fifty-eight books for every one hundred of the 
population. Or, if you take the urban districts alone, there are 70.8 books 
for every hundred of urban population. If we take the country library 
services then we find there are 33.9 books for every 100 of the population. 
Now if we take South Africa, and take the Europeans only, because our 
public libraries are not used by the coloured populations, who have got their 
own systems now, we find that in the public libraries of South Africa there 
are 78 books for every 100 of the population, that is, the stock of books in 
regard to the European population is higher than in Great Britain. We are 
richer, comparatively, than Great Britain. But let us take the thing and go 
into it a little more deeply. I say that we have 78 books for every 100 of the 
European population, urban and rural, but really these books are available 
for the urban population only. If you take the census of 1936, the proportion 
of urban to rural population is not yet published, but according to the last 
census the proportion of urban to rural population in South Africa is 3 to 
2, and then, since the provision of books by public libraries for rural ser- 
vices is almost negligible, I think we can take the books provided for the 
urban population as 130 per hundred, that is, more than double the provi- 
sion in Great Britain. Let us go a little further with this and divide it be- 
tween the Provinces. We find that the Cape Province has 123 books per 100 
of its population, and if we reduce this to the figures of the urban popula- 
tion, then we find that the Cape provides 205 books for every 100 of its 
population. Compare this with the 70 of the urban population of Great 
Britain. Natal has only 71, Transvaal 47 and the Orange Free State 19, per 
100 of its European population. 


Issues. 


Now let us turn from the stock of books to the circulation of books. 
How do we make use of these stocks? We are better off comparatively than 
the people of Great Britain, but how do we use these books ? We come now 
toa very different story. In Great Britain there are 451 issues for every 100 of 
the population. If you take the urban population alone, we find there are 
553 issues for every 100 of the people, and the rural services issue 296 books 
for every 100 of population. Now in South Africa, Europeans alone, we 
find that there are 183 issues for every 100 of the population. Some small 
libraries, it is true, make returns, but I think that they do not materially 
affect the figures. The real urban issues are probably 300 to every 100 of 
the population, that is, every man, woman, child and baby takes out 3 books 
a year on the average. Compare this with the British figure of 533. You see 
it shows that we are not making full use of our opportunities. Now let 
us see what the Provinces are doing. The Cape shows 196 issues per 100 
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of the population, Natal 261, the Transvaal 175 and the Free State 83. Well 
now, reducing that to urban issues I think that the Cape has about 325 per 
100 of the population, but although I do not feel justified in estimating the 
issues in the other Provinces, undoubtedly Natal shows far better results as 
far as the use of its books is concerned. Just as a greater amount of currency 
is required to do the same amount of work in a sparsely populated country 
than in a thickly populated country, so I think that a larger number of books 
is required in a country like South Africa to do the same amount of work 
which is required in a thickly populated country such as Holland or Great 
Britain. But even making all these excuses for ourselves, it still shows that 
we have a long way to go before we reach the same degree of efficiency as 
America and Scotland. There is a great deal of way to be made up yet and 
it is to ovr organization that our attention should be directed. I think that 
in South Africa too large a proportion of our income is spent on books and 
too little on our staffs: that is, it is the fault of those who govern us, they 
are so anxious to get a large number of books that they do not pay the same 
attention to getting the requisite staff to look after these books and to see 
that they are circulated. 
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Expenditure. 





Now I wish to go on still further with these comparisons. Let me 
look at the expenditure per head of the population. In Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland the rural service costs 4d per head. In the urban service 
of England and Wales the expenditure is 1 /5d and I believe in America it is 
1 /9d. Now in South Africa, if you take Europeans only, the expenditure 
is 10}d per head, against the urban expenditure in Great Britain of 1 /5d 
and the rural expenditure of Great Britain of 4d per head. If we divide 
that expenditure into Provinces, we find that the Cape Province spends 1 /- 
per head of its population, Natal again comes out top, she spends 1 /5d, the 
Transvaal 84d and the Orange Free State 34d per head of its population. 

Well, I think the inferences to be drawn are pretty plain, that 
the South African organization is deficient and not sufficient money is 
spent on our staffs. 

















School Libraries. 


Well, there is just one other point about the books, which I wish to 
refer to, but Iam sorry that I am unable to give you the figures for the 
Union. I only have the figures for one Province, but that Province is always 
regarded as not being the most advanced Province. I want to take the 
School Libraries of the Transvaal and show you what stocks of books they 
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have and how they circulate them and so on. If we take the primary schools 
of the Transvaal we find that these schools have 160,000 books, which is 
more than 100 books for every 100 pupils, and the circulation of these books 
is astonishingly high, being nearly 800,000 per year. I have not figures 
from every school, but those I have given you refer to 995 out of 1,080 
primary schools. ‘The High Schools possess 75,027 books, for 14,418 
pupils, and their circulation is 12.1 per pupil. Well, ladies and gentlemen, 
I think these figures are surprisingly high and should teach a great lesson 
to the rest of us. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, before the next meeting of our Association 
comes round I shall have gone to the limbo of forgotten men. I have had 
a long innings ; it is now thirty-seven years since I got my first appointment 
toa library. My first experience in South Africa was in a small dorp library 
in the days of the Boer War. There I was elected Treasurer and Secretary, 
but at the end of my year of office I was ignominiously kicked out for being 
too high-brow. I am quite unrepentant ; I still believe that a book should 
be bought because it is a good book no matter whether it is read or not, and 
I shall retire believing what I did when I began. 

I only have one other word to say, to thank you all for the support 
you have given me while I have sat in this chair and the Council for the 
help they have given me, who, I hope, will extend to my successor the same 


help and support that they have extended to me during my six years of 
Presidency. 


TRIENNIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 


The Triennial Report and Statement of Accounts for the period 
ending June, 1936, were submitted and adopted. 


ELECTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 


Miss B. Levy and Miss B. Minnaar were appointed scrutineers, the 
ballot papers were opened, the votes counted and the following were 
declared elected for the three years ending June 30, 1939 : — 


E. A. Borland Dugald Niven 

Charles Christie (Vice President) Gladys Oppenheim 

F. W. Cooper H. R. Raikes 

Percy Freer, (President) Paul Ribbink 

R. F. Kennedy Franklin Rooke 

A. C. G. Lloyd M. M. Stirling (Secretary) 
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NEW PRESIDENT 


In taking over the Presidentship of the Association Mr. Freer said: — 


“T am sure it is your wish that I should, as President, express our 
appreciation to Mr. Lloyd for the excellent work he has done during the 
past six years. Previous speakers have taken some of the words from my 
mouth but, nevertheless, my own feelings are very genuine, and I must 
express appreciation from the Chair. He has steered the Association through 
its difficult first years ; and I think it is just as well that Mr. Lloyd, of all 
people, should have held that office during these times. I ask you once more 
to express appreciation of Mr. Lloyd’s work in the usual way. 

It is very difficult for me to follow Mr. Lloyd in this office. Of course 
I shall preside to the best of my ability and I thank you very much for the 
honour which you have conferred upon me, and I hope it will not be mis- 
placed. Whether I can be of use in other capacities yet remains to be seen. 
I am very glad that the new Council has come along as it has and hope we 
shall be able to work well together. Without wasting any more time we will 
proceed to item No.6 on the Agenda: “‘That the Postal Authorities be 
urged to give a special postage rate for library books’. 


REDUCED POSTAL RATES FOR BOOKS 


Mr. R. F. Kennedy moved : — 

that the Postal Authorities be urged to introduce a special Union 

postage rate for library books, 
and said : — 

“At the last triennial meeting Mr. Charles Christie made a strong plea 
for a library service to the rural areas. In support of his contentions he 
quoted several passages from the Carnegie Report on the Poor White. 
Since then considerable progress has been made in building up an organiza- 
tion for the service of these people who are cut off from the ordinary ame- 
nities of life. 

The Central Library for students is so organized that an isolated 
student in the country can obtain any book held by any South African 
library. The large libraries are willing to lend, and are lending, their books 
for this service free of charge. 

A Farmers’ Library is now operating from Germiston. Other lib- 
raries are extending their country service. But still these services are not 
reaching the people for whom they were intended, because the cost of 
postage on books must be borne by the borrower and the tariff is so high 
as to be prohibitive. A student borrowing a volume, say, of the Transac- 
tions of the Royal Society, or The Economic journal, must pay 1 /- postage 
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each way. Every book he borrows costs him an average of 2/-. There are 
very few students who can afford to borrow very frequently at this price. 

The general reader in the country, unless he is a very rich man, cannot 
afford to belong even to a free library. Putting it at the low estimate of one 
book (weighing 14 lbs.) a week, his annual expenditure will be 52/-. The 
people in the country who most need a book service for their mental stimu- 
lation are not in a position to pay even 52 pence a year. 

The free services which have been established for the benefit of the 
rural population will lie dormant until the rate of postage is considerably 
reduced or abolished. 


I am sure that the Union Government will, if approached in the right 
way, give these poor country people relief. Our postal regulations already 
show a liberal attitude to educational services. Packets containing natural 
history specimens addressed to any approved museum, not necessarily 
a government institution, and bearing on the cover the words O. H. M.S 
Natural History Specimens are transmissible free of charge. Braille books 
for the blind can be sent at $d for 3 1bs., Id up to 7 Ibs. and 13d up to 11 lbs. 

Officers of the public service can send and receive parcels and letters 
free of charge if such articles are sent on the public service. 

I think that our first effort should be to have the Central Library for 
students declared a public service, a national service, for the purpose of 
Section 2 of the Postal Regulations. Failing that the application of the 
Braille book rate to ordinary printed books sent under the National Library 
Service would be a great relief. If this were granted I think the Central 
Library and Secondary Libraries would agree to pay postage one way and 
the borrower would only require to find the postage for the return of his 
books. 

In New Zealand there is a special library postal rate and the United 
States of America has a regulation which our Government might well 
follow : — 


““Sec.444 1/2 : Books consisting wholly of reading matter and contain- 
ing no advertising matter other than incidental announcements of 
books, when sent by public libraries, organizations, or associations 
not organized for profit and none of the net income of which inures 
to the benefit of any private stockholder or individual, as a service 
to county or other unit libraries, or as a loan to readers, or when 
returned by the latter libraries or readers to such public libraries, or- 
ganizations, or associations, shall be charged with postage at the rate 
of 3 cents for the first pound or fraction thereof, and 1 cent for each 
additional pound or fraction thereof.” 
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This means that in the United States of America 5 lbs. of library books 
going from a library or returned by a borrower cost approximately 34d 
instead of 1 /8d as in the Union of South Africa. 

In support of my motion may I quote the late Dr. Gubbins : — 

‘Some time ago I brought up the question of book freight in South 

Africa, but the time was not favourable While strongly supporting 

the suggestion that the South African Railways should be approached 

it seems that the Post Office is a far more valuable means of communi- 
cation. 

At present it costs as much to send a book even the shortest distance 

in South Africa as it does to post ic to Tokio or Honolulu, namely 4d a 

pound. 

You doubiless have the information relating to the cost of sending 
books in America and other places : it is very low. In this country 
food for the body can be posted at agricultural rates, viz. 9-11 Ibs. 
at 1 /-, while 11 lbs. of books cost 3 /8d. 

Would it not be wise to approach the Postmaster-General on this 
matter pointing out to him that a cheap rate already applies to articles 
like tea, sugar, sweets, preserves, bulbs, tobacco leaf, fruit, flowers, 
bacon and so on while no provision whatever is made for food for the 
mind. 

Undoubtedly cheaper rate for library books would in itself lead 
to much extended business besides greatly increasing the amenities 
of the countryside.” 

Those who took part in the discussion were, Mr. P. C. Coetzee, 
Professor Arndt, Mr. F. Rooke, Mr. C. Christie, Mr. S. J. Kritzinger, 
Canon Wyche, Mr. A. C. G. Lloyd. 

The motion was carried unanimously and the Secretary was instructed 
to forward it to the Inter-Departmental Committee on Libraries. 


BIOSCOPES AND LIBRARIES 


Miss Gladys Oppenheim read a paper on Broscopes and Libraries. 
(Printed elsewhere in this issue). 

The following contributed to the discussion : — 
Mrs. Eybers, Professor J. Y. T. Greig, Mr. P. C. Coetzee, Mr. S. J. 
Kritzinger, Dr. G. W. Eybers, Professor W. H. Logeman, Mr. R. F. 
Kennedy and Mr. F. Rooke. 


FILM ADVISORY BOARD 


Dr. G. W. Eybers presented a report of the Film Advisory Board 
and an invitation to the Association to be represented on the Board. 
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(At a meeting of the available members of the Administrative Council 
held on October 10, Dr. G. W. Eybers was unanimously elected as the 
Association’s representative on the Film Advisory Board). 


PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATIONS 


Mr. Charles Christie in introducing a discussion on Provincial Ad- 

ministrations and their Responsibilities towards Public Libraries said : — 

“By the Financial Relations Act of 1913 authority was conveyed to 

the Governor-General to authorize Provincial Administrations to legislate 

in.respect of public libraries. The best part of a generation has come and 
gone since that Act was passed, and how do things stand to-day ? 

The Orange Free State, which was more than once held up by Lord 
Bryce in the old days as a pattern of efficiency, has not taken advantage of 
the Act and has done nothing whatever to promote the welfare of public 
libraries. Natal has not adopted the Act either. Out of a Provincial income 
estimated at £1,848,000, some trifling sum — about £200 — is provided 
for public libraries. But the Province manages to spend £1,850 on fish 
preservation. Preserving fish is, of course, a thoroughly worthy object, 
but it appears to be regarded in Natal as about nine times more important 
than preserving libraries. The Cape Province, very creditably, provides 
£11,819, but the Cape has a long tradition of liberality, in the comparative 
sense, to libraries. The Transvaal, at long last, is shewing interest in the 
subject, and there is every indication that the interest will grow. There has 
been a deplorable lack of it hitherto. The Provinces have undoubtedly 
done their duty by primary and secondary education and by hospitals — 
all honour to them — and they are waking up to the value of school lib- 
raries, but they neglect the library movement, which they should foster 
with both hands, and drive their public libraries to appeal to America be- 
cause they do so little for them. The appointment of Professor Young’s 
Committee may indicate a change of heart or it may not — the judicious 
will wait and see. 

What is the cause of this neglect of public libraries by the authority 
specifically charged with responsibility for them ? There is plenty of pub- 
lic interest but, somehow, it does not make itself felt. It is there but it is 
nascent. In these recent Provincial elections was anyone heard to heckle a 
candidate on the library issue ? Did any candidate say how disgusted he 
was at the treatment of libraries by his Provincial Administration? No ! 
I suggest that to the subscription system libraries owe this lack of support. 
The subscription system — ‘‘abandoned elsewhere in the civilised world”’, 
says Dr. Keppel — unfortunately induced people to think of the library 




























REPORT OF THE SECOND TRIENNIAL MEETING S.A.L.A. 109 


as something for which the State had no responsibility, and the provincial 
politicians have banked upon that. The sooner this damnosa hereditas dis- 
appears, the better. It was the existence of this system at Union which made 
it unnecessary to refer to libraries in the South Africa Act. People did not 
think of them very seriously as objects of State solicitude, any more than 
they thought of “‘Child Welfare”. Roads, Yes ! Outspans and Ponts, Yes! 
Pounds, Yes ! The South Africa Act was concerned with these, but if 
Pounds had been maintained by a subscription system nobody would have 
proposed their inclusion. The subscription system served its day very well, 
but its day passed long ago and it is now a vestigial relic and one of the 
greatest handicaps to library progress. 

Another reason for the Provincial neglect of libraries is the Provincial 
absorption in primary and secondary education. Provincial authorities 
are hypnotised by their expenditure on education. They contemplate it 
and fold their hands, confident that all is for the best in the best of all poss- 
ible worlds and that they are doing all they can. But they are not. So long 
as they neglect the adolescent, the most is not being done, and when they 
neglect and discourage the library movement they neglect and discourage 
the adolescent. When young people leave school there is no educational 
“follow-up” worth mentioning. We wonder at the prevalence of juvenile 
crime. If we spent on libraries one hundredth part of what we spend on the 
prevention and punishment of crime there would be a great deal less crime 
to punish. It puzzles an observer like Dr. Keppel why the Adult Education 
Movement languishes. Dr. Keppel had no idea of the effort required to 
wring out of a half-hearted, half-interested Administration a few hundred 
pounds for public libraries, the basis of the Adult Education Movement. 

There is a third reason for Provincial indifference. The growth of the 
library movement depends a good deal upon benevolent academic opinion 
as well as enlightened public opinion.Academic opinion has never enthusias- 
tically supported public libraries. ‘The academic tendency, sometimes, is 
to think of the academic approach to the citadels of knowledge as the only 
proper approach and the other avenues as only useful auxiliaries. But our 
academically trained authorities must appreciate that the choice is not 
between the University and the Public Library, but between the Public 
Library and nothing at all. 

These seem to be some of the reasons why your Provinces do not reali- 
ze their duty to their public libraries, but, leaving aside their statutory 
responsibility, why should the Provinces support public libraries ? 

You will agree that General Smuts is a competent witness. He told 
an audience of Scottish students not long ago that “‘mankind stands per- 
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plexed and baffled before the new situation and the new problems. The 
primeval dread of the unknown is once more upon us and the dark, irration- 
al forces of the past are once more stalking forward from their obscure back- 
ground”. (Freedom, pp. 16-17). Ignorance is the enemy. Ignorance is al- 
ways theenemy. In South Africa, with all our problems, there never was 
a time when knowledge and intelligence had a higher value. Yet the 
authorities stand aside and neglect, indeed appear to despise, the aids which 
enable the younger generation to make the most of the training they have 
been given, for it is a platitude of which only Provincial Councils are 
ignorant, that children do not leave school with an education but with 
the means of obtaining one. 

Are we not forgetting in all this orgy of material progress that it is not 
only engineers who can move mountains, that libraries can move them too ; 
that if you release and set in operation a great humanizing power like li- 
terature no bounds can be set to the good it will do. 

Some critics of Provincial education systems urge that education is 
being forced into a mould and that nothing of character comes out of a 
mould,but it never seems to occur to critics or to the criticized that there is 
no better corrective for the deficiencies of formal education than a good 
library — as most civilized countries found out long ago — and if their 
product is lacking in character, the library remedy, found effective else- 
where, is easily applied. 

Miss Mabel Carney at the New Education Fellowship urged teachers 
to become leaders. Leadership is what is wanted for the Better Library 
Movement and librarians will have to provide it. Provincial politicians have 
miserably failed. ‘There is immense latent public sympathy but it wants 
the informed leadership which you can supply, supporting and supple- 
menting in your own Provinces the efforts of the devoted men and women 
who are working so hard at the centre.” 

‘Those who took part in the discussion were Mr. S. B. Asher, Mr. 
R. F. Kennedy, Mr. A. C. G. Lloyd, Mr. P. C. Coetzee, Dr. G. W. Eybers, 
Professor H. G. Viljoen, Mr. E. A. Borland, and Mr. M. M. Stirling. 


SUPERANNUATION 


Mr. R.F. Kennedy moved : — 


“that all library authorities be urged to provide pension or other 
superannuation funds for the benefit of their employees,”’ 
and said : — 
“The motion which I am about to propose will, I think, meet with your 
unanimous approval. There are, I know, objections to Pension Funds, 
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but the advantages are so great both to the employer and employe(e) that 
they far outweigh any disadvantages. 

The advantages an employe(e) derives from a Pension Fund are : — 

Security of tenure. 

The knowledge that provision is made for his old age. 

He need not worry as to the fate of his dependents if he should die. 

Female employees are assured of a marriage portion. 

This all leads to contentment of mind, and it is a well-known fact that 
a contented employe(e) gives better service than one who is worried by 
domestic or other causes. 

A library authority also saves future trouble for itself if its employe(e)s 
are members of the fund. 

When anemploye(e) has given long and faithful service to an institu- 
tion he cannot be thrown away like an old garment when he grows too old 
to work or becomes otherwise incapacitated. The institution has to choose 
between two alternatives : it can either continue to employ the servant who 
is no longer capable of giving efficient service or it can vote him a pension 
from its own funds. 

I need not stress the undesirability of employing people who can no 
longer give efficient service. 


The paying of pensions from revenue is impossible for most South 
African libraries, and for those who can manage it, it is done at the expense 
of the book-vote or by cutting down operative staff. I know of one South 
African library which pensioned its librarian from revenue and in order to 
meet the cost did without a sub-librarian until the ex-librarian died. Either 
the sub-librarian was an unnecessary luxury or the library remained under- 
staffed until the death of the pensioner. How much better it would have been 
if that authority had put away a small sum each year to meet this contin- 
gency. 

Large libraries should have their own Pension Fund, small libraries 
can make the same provision for their employe(e)s through an insurance 
company. The cost to the employe(e) is from 4% to 6% of his earnings 
deducted monthly and the cost to the library is from 4% to 6% of its month- 
ly salary bill. 

May I outline the main features of the scheme to which I belong? : — 

I pay 44% of my monthly salary to the Fund, and the Council which 
I serve contributes an equal sum. 

The retiring age is 60 and on retirement the pension amounts to 1 /60 
for each year of service of the average salary earned during the last 3 years’ 
service. If my service at 60 amounted to 30 years I should draw a pension 
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on retirement of $ the salary I was drawing during my last 3 years of service. 

In the event of death, the next-of-kin draws the amount of the em- 
ploye(e)’s and employer’s contributions. 

Lady members on marriage draw their own and the Council’s contri- 
butions. 

A member voluntarily resigning draws his own contributions plus in- 
terest of about 2%. On retirement owing to ill-health the pension is calcul- 
ated in the same way as for superannuation. 

These are the main provisions of the Fund and although I am compuls- 
orily a member and had no say in drawing up the conditions I can heartily 
commend them as being fair and reasonable. ‘The smaller libraries can take 
out insurance policies or shares in building societies to cover their future 
expenditure on pensions. This method has been adopted by some South 
African libraries and has, I believe, proved satisfactory. I will briefly outline 
this — the Provident Fund. Each month 5% of the employe(e)’s salary is 
deducted and paid to the Fund together with the Committee’s contribu- 
tion of 5% of the total salaries bill. When the employe(e) reaches the age of 
retirement he draws out, not a pension, but the total sum of his own and 
the library’s contributions plus compound interest over a number of years. 
This should provide him with a very considerable sum. I understand that 
several members wish to speak on this subject. I therefore formally move 
that all library authorities provide pension or other superannuation funds 


for the benefit of their employe(e)s.” 

Those who took part in the discussion were Mrs. H. R. Rhodes-Har- 
rison, Mr. A. C. G. Lloyd, Professor W. H. Logeman, Mr. John Ross, 
Mr. F. Rooke, and Mr. M. M. Stirling. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


BOOKBINDING 


Arising out of a discussion on bookbinding the following resolution 
was adopted : — 

“that the South African Library Association considers it desirable 

that a firm in South Africa should specialize in bookbinding.” 

Those who contributed to the discussion were Professor Hopwood, 
Mr. A. C.G. Lloyd, Professor W. H. Logeman, Mr. C. Christie, Miss D. 
Dix, Mr. E. A. Borland, Professor W. Arndt, Mrs. H.R. Rhodes-Harrison, 
Professor H. G. Viljoen, Mr. S. B. Asher, Mr. P. C. Coetzee, Mr. S. J. 
Kritzinger and Mr. F. Rooke. 

Mr. D. Fergusson, representing the firm of Chivers Limited, Bath, 
England, was present and answered questions. 





ce. 
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RURAL LIBRARY SYSTEMS IN AMERICA 


Mr. E.A. Borland read a paper on Rural Library Systems in America. 

Those who took part in the discussion which followed were Mr. P.C. 
Coetzee, Dr. G. W. Eybers, Canon Wyche, Mr. S. J. Kritzinger, Profes- 
sor Viljoen and Mr. M. M. Stirling. (Mr. Borland’s valuable paper is being 
printed elsewhere). 







xsENERAL 


(a) TRAINING IN SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP 


‘The following motion, proposed by Dr. G. W. Eybers, was adopted: — 
“that the Provincial and Union Education Departments and the 
universities be invited to consider the desirability of offering a course 
in school library service to teachers-in-training”’. 


(b) EDUCATION IN LIBRARIANSHIP 


A report, submitted by Mr. P. C. Coetzee, on Education in Librarian- 
ship, was referred to the Education Sub-Committee of the Administrative 
Council for consideration. 


(c) VOTES OF THANKS 


Votes of thanks were accorded to : — 

The Mayor and Town Council of Bloemfontein, Mrs. Rhodes-Harri- 

2 son and the Bloemfontein Library Committee, Miss G. Oppenheim 
and the Library Staff, The Press, The Boards and Library Com- 
mittees which sent delegates, The Hon. Secretary, The Retiring Pre- 
sident and the New President. 

The meeting then terminated. 
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LIBRARIES AND THE CINEMA* 


by 
GLADYS OPPENHEIM 


The most sensational technical discovery in the history of human 
cultural development was that of the printing press. The ultimate extent 
of its scope and influence has been staggering. And now in our own genera- 
tion there has been another revolutionary discovery, that of the moving 
picture, one which will probably also alter the course of human lives, their 
recreation and study, as radically as has the popular growth of the printed 
word. Printing brought knowledge and education to the masses and became 
a source of entertainment and recreation ; the cinema has developed prim- 
arily as entertainment and recreation and its range of appeal has, therefore, 
been wide from its very inception. The influence of the cinema to-day is 
greater than that of the pen so often proclaimed mightier than the sword, 
for what we see and hear makes a deeper impression on our minds than that 
which we read, particularly when we see and hear seated in comfortable 
chairs, in a soothing light, our emotions intensified both by the rhythmic 
technique of the sight and sound of the films as well as by the crowd reactions 
of which we are a part. 

In 1924 at a meeting of the International Committee on Intellectual 
Co-operation of the League of Nations one of the speakers stated that 
“Only the Bible and the Koran have an indisputably larger circulation than 
the latest film from Hollywood.’’ It has been estimated that in the United 
States alone 70 million people visit the cinema per week ; the weekly estimate 
for the world is about 250 million ! Compared with these astronomical 
figures, the circulation of a Good Companions or an Anthony Adverse becomes 
ludicrous. What is to be the ultimate outcome of this incredibly speedy 
growth ? How will it affect the demand for the printed book ? Have libra- 
rians been considering this problem ? Probably, since they are so intimately 
concerned with contemporary life and interests. We would indeed have lost 
contact sorely with our readers if we remained ignorant of this vital force 
in their recreational and cultural lives. And what are we going to do about 
it ? Some of us may feel that the Association as a body should flock to Holly- 
wood to seek posts for its members as film stars, producers, camera men, or 
one of the two hundred required for the production of every feature picture. 





* Paper read before the Second Trienns'1 Meeting of the South African Library 
Association at Bloemfontein, on 9th October, 1936. 
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But that would not be a worthy course. We certainly must appreciate 
the fact that the cinema attracts millions who never enter a library, but, if 
librarians are genuinely concerned with the wider implications and ideals of 
their profession, they will see in this a new field for endeavour. ‘The cinema, 
combined with the printed word, can become the greatest influence towards 
universal culture and understanding the world has ever known. Let us do 
what we can to help it towards that end, and let us help its millions of ad- 
herents to appreciate and to demand the best the cinema can give, and let us 
be ready to direct the curiosity and interest in literature and the world of 
knowledge which the cinema stimulates so vigorously in the adult as well as 
in the child mind. 


Many of us have been forced to notice how, without any effort on our 
part, certain films have stimulated the demand for literary classics. When 
David Copperfield and Anna Karenina were showing in South Africa, the 
demand for these two books as well as for other works by Dickens and Tolstoy 
was tremendous, and most of it, we found, came from people who usually 
read very light books. ‘To have converted an Ethel M. Dell reader to 
Tolstoy is no mean achievement, and is one of which not many librarians 
can boast. ‘This is the obvious means of co-operation between libraries and 
the cinema, and at present there is a great vogue in filmland for filming 
literary classics and stage plays. Many of these pictures have been dismal 


failures, due to the fault of producers who have tried to apply the methods of 
one art to an entirely different art form. Others again have given us some 
of the screen’s most successful efforts. In this connexion it was interesting 
to read in a recent Observer what C.A. Lejeune, the eminent film critic, had 
tosay about thescreen version of As youlikeit, and [hope you will forgive my 
quoting therefrom : — 


‘As you like it was a healthy part of the school curriculum. You ‘did’ it in 
the Lower Fifth with notes anda glossary. At 14youlearnt The Seven Ages 
of Man for homework, and at 30 or 40 youstill, just faintly, resent it... . This 
was the very serious handicap the producers had to face. . . . The audience 
...Were all subconsciously armed with a 14-year-old rebelry. When 
Quartermaine begins his fatal speech on the Seven Ages you can feel every 
nerve in the audience quivering... His successful achievement of that 
speech is probably the most heroic feat ever accomplished in the history 
of the movies. .. After half a lifetime you suddenly realize that it is rather 
a lovely speech, that it is rather a lovely play, and that you are going to enjoy 
yourself very much...” 

Another point of interest to us is that children who, of course, always 
flock to adult pictures, become acquainted with literary classics, even if in 
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somewhat abridged form, and they turn to them with delight when they are 
old enough to read them in the original. 

The demand the film can create for one particular book is il a 
great nuisance, particularly as it is often a literary classic which is so seldom 
read that most libraries have only one dusty copy instock. It was because of 
the need for re-directing public demand at such a time, as well as a desire 
to provide the public with unbiassed reviews of current films,that we started 
our Film Bulletin Board. Together with reliable reviews of current films, 
we display suggested reading lists, books about the author of the novel 
that supplies the title, books about historical characters and periods 
portrayed or books on the shape of things to come. 

There is a genuine demand for reliable reviews and information about 
films. People are beginning to appreciate the fact that the more they know 
the more they are able to enjoy their bioscopes. In America there are 
numerous clubs which meet to discuss films and to study their technique, 
and it is not surprising that the American library has been the first 
in the field to stimulate an intelligent interest in the cinema, and 
to acquire more readers by doing so. The Cleveland Public Library 
. was the. pioneer in this movement, and was the first library to 
print book-marks listing books suggested for reading in connexion 
with outstanding current pictures. These book-marks have become 
so popular that they are broadcasted once a week by the Office of 
Education of the Department of the Interior as a feature on Education in the 
News. Cleveland Library also arranges numerous displays whenever suitable 
pictures are shown. For instance, they had displays of Sabatini’s books and 
similar adventure tales concurrently with the showing of Captain Blood. 
When Midsummer Night’s Dream was shown, however,their displays exceed- 
ed all previous efforts. They consisted of books on Shakespeare’s country, 
Shakespearean dances, and music. Some of these displays were placed in 
". the theatre showing the picture, and previous to the advent of this parti- 


cular film, the Library organized lectures on Shakespeare. 


In 1934, the Los Angeles Public Library introduced a card index of 
‘reliable film reviews. This proved very popular and the public frequently 
’phone the Library when they want to know what type of picture is show- 
ing. Over 400 American libraries now provide this service. 

The New York Public Library in its famous collection of pictures has 
20,000 stills, which are used both by people who are making a study of the 
history of motion picture development and by people who want pictures of 
Victorian furniture, or a cabin in the days of Uncle Tom. 

_ The cinema has become the most popular topic of conversation 
to-day. Young people discuss the latest product of Hollywood or Elstree 
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with an interest and understanding seldom displayed in discussions of 
contemporary literature. Intelligent criticism must have a foundation ~ 
of knowledge, and this need for more information on film producticn 
has resulted in the publication of some excellent books in recent years. 

Mary Field, the producer of the popular series Secrets of Nature — 
says: ‘‘We are taught how to read and to use books to their best 
advantage. Those of us who are lucky enough are also taught how 
to listen to music or how to look at pictures; and we cannot expect 
the cinema to teach us without effort on our part.” 

Surely it is our duty, intimately concerned as we are with the growth of 
culture, to help eager young minds to discriminate between the true and 
the tawdry, between the picture of real worth and mere trash. Good pictures 
are unquestionably stimulating, and we must make use of the interest they . 
arouse. Ov/ for the lamps of China for instance roused popular interest in 
Modern China, and the many historical pictures produced lately have 
offered a fertile field for ‘Recommended reading lists.” The inaccuracies 
of the movies, of course, are often blatant, but they are becoming less and - 
less, and most producers to-day employ experts on costume, history etc. 

Mary Field points out, too, that we must remember that every 
picture is coloured by the ideas of its producer, as every book expresses 
the individual attitude of its author. ‘‘We should be inclined’’, she says, 
“from their films to regard America as a country given over to gangsters... © 
and uncontrolled flappers. France, as interpreted by René Clair, we 
should imagine to be populated by people who... move entirely to music. 
In Germany the sun is always low and the shadows long and heavy ; 
while all Russia is divided into 2 parts, people who like tractors and the 
people who don’t...” 

H.G. Wells, who is the first of our literary giants to use the cinema to 
express his ideas to the millions, has published two scenarios. ‘They make 
interesting and exciting reading, and one wonders whether the cinema is 
going to encourage a new literary form. Hugh Walpole and many other 
eminent literary men are writing for the films to-day, and if a taste for 
reading scenarios develops, they will all probably appear in print. Books 
have, of course, been published which are based on films, for example 
The Tunnel and some of Mae West’s effusions. ‘These have not been of a 
high literary standard ! 

All over the world to-day libraries are trying to encourage an 
intelligent reading public by their work with children, and it is with the 
children we should start if we want an intelligent film public. We do very 
little of this work in Bloemfontein, as most of our juvenile members 
cannot afford to frequent the bioscopes, but I believe the Durban 
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Children’s Library encourages an interest in the best pictures showing 
there. Children are taught in schools how to enjoy literature. ‘This does 
not make them priggish high-brows —a man of true culture can obtain a 
great deal of genuine pleasure from a detective story ; but as yet little is 
done to teach children how to apply powers of discrimination to the films. 
Children to-day have an amazing knowledge of film technique as well as 
of the jargon of the gangster picture. ‘They have developed a screen- 
sense, just as they have acquired a speed-sense; it is all a part of modern 
life. Go to the bioscopes they will and should, but let us help them 
to get the best from the films they see. Let us encourage, for example, 
the interest a contemporary film stimulates in the way people live 
in Lappland. And let us remember that sophisticated sex talk passes 
above the head of the disinterested child, and that wildly exciting pictures 
provide a healthy outlet for unruly emotions. ‘The cinema, particularly 
when combined with organized reading, will enlarge the child’s powers of 
imagination and general knowledge enormously. ‘The Children’s Library 
of the future will surely be equipped with a cinema. Imagine, for example, 
the pleasure of reading The Dutch Twins by Perkins after being shown a 
film depicting life in Holland. 

While on the subject of children, we must not forget the new land of 
fairy created by Walt Disney and Max Fleisher. Mickey Mouse, Donald 
Duck and the Three Little Pigs have become a part of the child’s imaginative 
equipment. It is unfortunate that most of the books published of the Silly 
Symphonies and the other cartoons are so badly bound, and printed on 
inferior paper. One wonders whether fairy tales for the modern child will 
not have acquired richer imagery and delights, when once his conceptions 
of magic and incongruous nonsense have been augmented by the joyous 
rhythms of the Dance of the Flames, The Water Babies and other colourful 
cartoons. 

So far we have only been concerned with the recreational film, which 
has shown us once again a fact forgotten by anti-fiction libraries, that the 
best means of reaching the public and interesting them in knowledge, is by 
entertaining them. 

From the library point of view, the educational film is of particular 
interest and it is encouraging to learn that educational films can now be 
imported duty free. With the use of the cinema in schools I shall not deal ; 
the cinema has only just been introduced into our schools in South Africa 
and we are all going to hear a lot about it in the near future. It is generally 
agreed to-day that the film and the book should go hand in hand in education. 
Valuable films are being produced daily for use in the lecture hall, and 
some of these are of a very specialized scientific nature, as, for instance, 
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medical films which have proved facts which could not be discerned after 
years of delicate research. Apart from the lecture film, however, we 
now have what is generally known as the documentary, which has been 
defined as ‘‘the creative treatment of actuality.”’ The lecture film records 
impartially, whereas the documentary tries to present facts so as to 
emphasize their inherent dramatic conflict. There is, therefore, always an 
element of propaganda in the documentary picture. Of their popularity 
there can be no doubt; most of you will remember hearing applause after 
the showing of one of the Secrets of Nature or Vagabond series. 

The English studios have produced the best work in this class, particu- 
larly the G. P. O. Film Unit under the direction of Mr. Grierson, which 
was started to give publicity to various Government enterprises. Paul Rotha 
was also a member of this Unit. Just as the radio news service has made 
people read their newspapers more eagerly, so, too, the documentary film 
and the newsreel make them more intelligently interested in contemporary 
affairs, scientific progress and the secrets of nature, with the consequent 
amazing popularity of books like Gunther’s Inside Europe, Furnas’ The 
Next 100 years and so on. 

Lecture and documentary films provide valuable permanent records. 
There are, for example, films extant of the Treaty of Locarno, and episodes 
of the Battle of the Somme. Even recreational films soon become valuable 
as records of custem and dress. We have our Technical, Commercial and 
Music Libraries, and now we should start our Film Libraries. Now that 
the Union Department of Education is making use of educational films, 
there will have to be some central depository for distributing them. We 
want, also, some central Film Library to preserve film classics as well as 
valuable documentary pictures and to distribute them to schools and other 
educationz| institutions and societies for their use. Until 1931, at any rate, 
the Science and Medical Film Library at Hamburg was self-supporting, so 
large was the regular revenue they received from the rental charged for 
their films. 

France has travelling vans which visit the country and show the 
peasants films on agriculture and hygiene, and experiments are now being 
made in East Africa with Bantu films for teaching the illiterate. These 
examples indicate how films are being used for cultural purposes, and 
we hope that our libraries will not be left out of the movement. 

While appreciating the close inter-relation between the cinema and 
libraries, and the need for encouraging the public to want better films, 
many of you will think : “‘But what use are our endeavours, the cinema is 
a commercial enterprise, unconcerned with culture and education.” But 
it is just because the cinema is a commercial industry, and the largest in- 
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dustry ever known to mankind, that we have the means of influencing its 
future course. Surely if film companies are going to spend thousands 
and thousands of pounds on producing a film, they are going to make 
every endeavour to give the public what it wants ? As has been pointed 
out frequently, every ticket one buys isa vote of approval, and we can rest 
assured that every time a discontented patron walks out in the middle 
of a picture, the fact is noted by the management and reported to head- 
quarters. Producers to-day feel that ‘the main purpose of a film is to 
amuse. . . it should also be to instruct, uplift-and stimulate, if the picture is 
to.satisfy an audience and be remembered and recommended. . . unless it’s 
sheer comedy, when it becomes a tonic...” The public in the last few 
years have shown their ardent approval of the outstanding pictures that 
have been shown in this country, but unfortunately their disapproval is 
not so audible, and inferior pictures often draw large houses because 
people do not know they are inferior until they have been to see them 
— hence the need for reliable reviews. 

The future development of the Cinema will go hand in hand with 
the printed book, and it would beno small achievement if we could do 
something to improve the cultural level of public demand for both, while 
at the same time we shall have kept in close itouch with the people we 
want to entice into our libraries through a medium which has become a 
necessary part of their lives. 

The appended list provides sources of reviews and interesting matter 
for a Film Bulletin Board. One soon learns howto discriminate between 
reviews of films just as we do with book reviews. 

THE FOLLOWING ARE FREE : — 
(1) Selected Motion Pictures. 

States whether or not films are suitable for children, and gives pro- 

ducers and cast. Some of its reviews are quite good. 
(11) The Motion Picture and the Family. 

Gives some interesting facts about current films and also the Cleve- 

land Library film book-marks. . 

Both obtainable from : — 

THE MOTION PICTURES PRODUCERS, 
28 W. 44th Street, NEW YORK CITY. 


GENERAL PERIODICALS : — 


The best film reviews appear in the Spectator and the Observer. Hans 
Rompel occasionally publishes good articles on the cinema in Die Huis- 
genoot. 
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THE FOLLOWING ARE WORTH SUBSCRIBING TO: — 


(1) Study Guides. 
Illustrated guides to the study of individual pictures, compiled for the 
use of schools and colleges. 
Obtainable at about 10 cents each from : — 
EDUCATIONAL and RECREATIONAL GUIDES INC. 
125 Lincoln Avenue, NEWARK, N. J. 


(11) The British Film Institute. 
4 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W. C. I. 
Subscriptions £1.1.0 per annum. Members receive the quarterly 
Sight and Sound and the monthly Film Bulletin containing good 
reviews of all current films. 


(111) Motion Picture Review Digest. 
5 dollars a year from : — 


H. W. WILSON CO., 

950-972 University Av.. NEW YORK CITY. 
Contains reviews of films from current periodicals, trade papers, 
and various societies. Very useful indeed. 





LITERATURE ON THE FILM 


The list given below is taken from The literature of the film, by M. C. 
Pottinger, in L. A. R. 38 : 228-57, June, 1936, where full reviews of the books 
are given. The books marked * are the more important ones. 


History 
* ROTHA, Paul. The film till now. Cape, 1930. 


The standard history of the cinema. 


* — Celluloid : the film to-day. Longmans, 1933. 
Among the topics dealt with are: The film to-day, Producers and the 
public, Development of the dialogue film, Propaganda and the cinema, 
Cinema and education, Repertory film movement, and a number of 
reviews of outstanding films.’ 


* LEJEUNE, Caroline Alice. Cinema. Maclehose, 1931. 


Survey of the work of individuals who have contributed to the development 
of the cinema,i.e. Charlie Chaplin, Mary Pickford, Lubitsch, Von Stroheim, 
Disney, Wiene, Murnau, Erich Pommer, G. W. Pabst, Feyder, René Clair. 
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MESSEL, Rudolph. This film business. Benn, 1928. 


A complement to Rotha’s The film till now. 


Films and the community 

* COMMISSION ON EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL 
FILMS. The film in national life : being the report of an 
enquiry conducted by the Commission. . . into the service 
which the cinematograph may render to education and social 
progress. Bibliog p. 195-200 Allen @Unwin 1932. 


The authoritative study of the place which the film takes in social life. 


* ROTHA, Paul. Documentary film. Faber, 1936. 


“Essentially the art of producing a documentary film is the art of skilled and 
faithful reporting, depending for its success upon the ability to use the 
camera to build up an interesting and dramatic picture of the life led and 
the work done in the world of everyday reality.” 

Apart from a survey of the art of producing such films, this book con- 
stitutes an investigation into the contemporary social structure and the part 
which may be played by the film in moulding it. 


* LAMBERT, Richard Standon, ed. For filmgoers only. Faber, 
1934. 


A symposium dealing with the development of the film, the film as propa- 
ganda, the educative value of films, etc. 


BARRY, Iris. Let’s go to the pictures. Chatto, 1926. 


A disauisition on films and the public, popular taste, the star system, 
morality in films, and suggestions on raising the quality of films. 
BETTS, Ernest. Heraclitus ; or, The future of the films. 
Routledge, 1928. 


BUCKLE, Gerard Fort. The mind and the film. Routledge, 
1926. 


The subject of this book is the theory of constructing films so that they 
make the desired impression upon the spectator with the maximum effect. 


CHARTERS, Werrett Wallace. Motion pictures and youth. 
Bound with 


HOLADAY, Perry W. and STODDARD, G.D._ Getting 
_ ideas from the movies. Macmillan, 1933. 
Asummary ofa thorough investigation carried outin the U.S. by a commit- 
tee of educationists and psychologists. 
DEVEREUX, Frederick Leonard. The educational talking 
picture. C. U. P., 1933. 


* GEORGE, W.H. The cinema in school. Pitman, 1935. 
The latest and generally the most practical handbook on the use of the film 
in thé education of the young. 



































LITERATURE ON THE FILM 
SOUND FILMS IN SCHOOLS : the report of an experiment 


undertaken jointly by certain local education authorities and 
by the National union of teachers in the schools of Middlesex. 
“The Schoolmaster’’. 


A record of an experiment carried out in Middlesex schools, describing the 
organization, scope and content of the experiment, the nature of the films 
used, the problems which arose, the value of the films in relation to back- 
ward children, and the conclusions of the committee. 


MARCHANT, Sir James, ed. ‘The cinema in education : being 
the report of the psychological investigation conducted by 
special sub-committees appointed by the Cinema commis- 
sion of enquiry established by the National council of 
public morals. Allen @ Unwin. 


RENSHAW, Samuel. Children’s sleep: a series of studies on 
the influence of motion pictures, by S. Renshaw, [and 
others] Macmillan, 1933. 


The product of a group of American research workers. 
Technique and aesthetic 


* PUDOVKIN, Vsevolod Illarionovich. Film technique. 
Newnes, 1933. : - 


Pudovkin was one of the first to work out the art of the cinema as distinct 
from that of the stage. ‘“‘The foundation of film art,’’ says Pudovkin, “‘is 
editing.” 


* — Film acting. Newnes, 1935. 
Stresses the importance of directing and production in relation to acting. 


* SPOTTISWOODE, Raymond J. Grammar of the film. Fa- 
ber, 1935. 


This book is one of the half-dozen genuinely important books on the film. 
For the first time a really adequate examination of the place of sound ina 
film is made. 


* ARNHEIM, Rudolf. Film. Faber, 1933. 


An important book, though partly superseded by Pudovkin and Spottis- 
woode. ‘‘I hope to show in this book that film art did not spring into being 
ready-made, but that it follows the same age-old canons and principles as 
every other art. . . that Charlie Chaplin, Greta Garbo, constructive cutting, 
or the prevention of oscillation, may be discussed just as seriously as Ti- 
tian, Cézanne, baroque or sun-bathing.”’ 


BRUNEL, Adrian. Filmcraft. Newnes, 1933 
An outline of the technique of story-film production, primarily intended for 
the general reader. The most compact and readable of its kind. 


BUCHANAN, Andrew. Films : the way of the cinema. Pitman, 
1932. 


Recommended as an introduction to everything connected with the film — 
technical, dramatic and critical. 
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The LIBRARY JOURNAL gives in each issue, in the section 
Library world news, a paragraph on Motion pictures, giving 
names of new films and films in preparation, which are 
based on books. These lists should be of great help in antici- 
pating the demand for the books of the stories of films. 


Under Current library literature this same journal from 
time to time gives references to current articles on the film. 


THE NATIONAL BOOK COUNCIL’S Book list no. 141 on Cinemato- 
graphy gives a more comprehensive selection of books on all aspects 


of the film. _—_—_——— 


THE FILM OF THE BOOK 


At the beginning of September Paul Rotha completed the production 
of the National Book Council’s documentary film : Cover to cover. At the 
request of the B. B. C. it was included in the first television transmission 
from the Alexandra Palace studios. The film shows the complete process 
of writing, printing and selling a book, and the N. B. C. itself describes 
it as “‘an artistic whole, that will help audiences numbered in millions to 
realize their need of books and the great literary tradition to which they are 
heirs... The film has the power to reach audiences normally apathetic 
to books, or quite unaware of the world of fascination and understanding 
that books can bring into life, and by no other means can propaganda for 
books and reading be spread so continuously and acceptably.”’ 

A Second film named Chapter and Verse has been released. It 1s 
intended as a more instructive complement to Cover to cover. 


Another library film has been produced by the University of Illinois 
Library School, entitled Found in abook. Through a story of two freshmen 
it shows students how to use the card catalogue, magazine indexes, and 
other library tools. The film is available for loan to other libraries. 


OBITUARY 


Faxon. — The death has occurred of Mr. Frederick W. Faxon, of the F. W. Faxon Company, 
of Boston. The business is being carried on by Mr. Albert H. Davis. 

Gray. —The death occurred on September 24 of Mrs C. E. Gray, who had been librarian 
of the Krugersdorp Public Library for 17 years, and had retired some years ago. 
Spruce. — The death occurred on 21st October of Mr.C. B. Spruce, who had been librarian 
of the University of Pretoria (formerly the Transvaal University College) Library for 

11 years prior to his retirement some years ago. 





PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


The(British) Library Association has revised the Syllabus for its exam- 
inations, to come into operation on January 1st, 1938. ‘The following out- 
line of the new Syllabus is taken from the L. A. R. 4. ser. 2 : 498, November, 
1935. | = : 


The OBJECTS of the Revision are : — 


(a) ‘To provide a more general intermediate examination which shall 
ensure that those members of staffs who should normally be 
required to hold the Associateship (e. g. senior assistants, the 
deputies of small libraries, second assistants at large tranches, 
etc.) shall have studied the matters most needed in the performance 
of their duties. Particularly is it necessary that more attention 
should be paid to knowledge of books, reference methods and the 
assistance to readers. 


To make the Final more definitely the qualification for the higher 
grades, chief officials, etc. ‘This will be achieved not so much 
perhaps by any alteration in the Final syllabus as by the extent 
to which a more satisfactory Intermediate will meet the needs of 
the senior grade. Further, as Authorities come to recognize the 
Associateship as a comprehensive qualification, an increasing 
percentage of assistants may wisely limit their studies to securing 
it, thus reducing the present tendency to an excess of Fellows. 


Operation. ‘The new Syllabus comes into operation on January Ist, 1938. 
This delay, as wellas being more fair to present students will give 
time for questions of tuition, etc. to be considered and adjusted. 


Summary of New Syllabus 


Elementary 
As at present. 


Intermediate 
Four three-hour. papers : 


~ (I) Intermediate Library Routine 

(II) Library Stock and Assistance to Readers 
(III) Intermediate Cataloguing 
(IV) Intermediate Classification 
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Final 
PART I 
(a) General Bibliography and Book Selection. 
(As present Final Part II, paper I, but two papers instead of one). 
(6 hours). 
(b) Historical Bibliography or present alternatives. (As present Final Part 


II, paper II, one paper — 3 hours, except Palaeography and the Archive 
Science, which will be 2 papers of 3 hours). 


Advanced Classification and Cataloguing. (one paper — 3 hours). 
PART II 

English Literary History. (2 Papers of 3 hours, as present Final Part I). 

Advanced Library Administration. (2 Papers of 3 hours, as present 

Final Part III, but 2 papers instead of 3). 


PART III 
An essay (not exceeding 10,000 words) written by the candidate in 
his own time and certified to be his own work, the subject to be suggested 
by the candidate and approved by the Education Committee.Each candidate 
whose essay is accepted by the examiners will be required to attend a viva 
voce examination at which his acquaintance with the subject. of the essay 
will be assessed. ‘The viva voce examination shall be conducted by two 


members of the Library Association. 


LANGUAGES. As in present syllabus. 


The following were succesful in the Elementary Examination held in May, 1936, by 
the (British) Library Association : — 

Miss J. C. Bradley, Johannesburg Public Library. 

Mr. D. Teasdale, Johannesburg Public Library. 





S. A. L. A. CORRESPONDENCE COURSE Final. 


It it now probable that Correspondence Courses will be conducted 
in both Advanced Library Administration and Bibliography. Intending 
candidates who have not yet done so are asked to communicate with the 
Hon. Secretary. Late entries will be accepted during January. 
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LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


Germiston. Public Library. From the Annual report, 1935-36 : — 


June, 1935 Fune, 1936 
Membership Town 798 791 
Country ? 253 193 
Group members 21 21 
Children 1,820 2,209 
Stock Public Library 24,117 24,896 
Transvaal (Carnegie) Non-European Library 3,419 3,953 


School libraries 12,358 16,149 
Transvaal Rural Library Service 2,885 4,196 


Total 42,799 49,194 

Transvaal Rural Free Library Service. Centres served : 52 ; Number of readers: 2,476. 

The Provincial Council increased its grant for the purpose of maintaining 
and extending this service to £813.1.6, an increase of £233.1.6 over the previous 
year. It is intended that the Rural Library Service be given to an additional thirty 
centres in various parts of the Transvaal. 

School Library System. Schools supplied : 136. 

The Library offers its services to all schools in the Witwatersrand East, Wit- 
watersrand West and Vereeniging School Board Areas, and to those schools 
situated in other areas which do not possess libraries and are recommended by the 
Transvaal Education Department to receive books. 

Transvaal Carnegie Non-European Library. Centres served : 54. 

Children’s Library. The Germiston Town Council renewed its grant of £165. During 
the year the Mayor of Germiston instituted the ‘‘Mayor’s Prize’ for the best 
essay on the library or reading topic. This prize was open to all children in Stan- 
dard 6 attending Germiston schools. - , 

Once a week during the school terms stories were told, alternately in Afrikaans 
and English. 

Germiston Library Society. ‘The following lectures were delivered : — 
Psychology and culture, by Dr. Wulf Sachs. 

Post-war Europe and Abyssinia, by Mrs. M. L. Ballinger. 
Social credit, by C.D. Keet, M. A. 
League of Nations, by Rev. A. A. Kidwell. 

Afrikaanse Leeskring. One lecture was delivered : Die Moderne roman, deur Professor 

C. M. v. d. Heever. 


Johannesburg. Book Club. 1935 1936 
Revenue £4,436. 11. 4 £ 4,569. 12. 11 
Expenditure £2,340. 18. 3 £, 2,944. 10. 0 
Balance £ 985. 10. 4 £ Gar..-3. 8 
Membership 3,501 3,606 
Stock 39,830 41,099 

At the annual general meeting the chairman commented on the comparatively 
small increase in membership. This was partly due to the heavy exodus of members 
overseas, and partly to the competition of various other institutions of the same nature 
which had been started in the town and suburbs. He pointed out that the difference 
between these and the Book Club was that the Club was not a profit-making concern, 
but was run purely for the benefit of the members. He compared the annual subscrip- 
tion of £1 per annum to the Book Club with the charges made by other institutions, 
and said that at an average of two books per week the Book Club was able to offer bet- 
ter and cheaper facilities. 

He referred also to the increasing popularity of the 8 /6 novel, owing to which the 
Club had found itself spending more on fiction than it used to a few years ago, and at 
the same time getting fewer books to show for the money spent. They had bought an 
average of 391 novels per month since January, an average of just under 16 per day. 

The Book Club moved into new premises in Africa House at the end of October, 
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Johannesburg. Public Library. Relief map of the Transvaal. The largest relief map of the 
Transvaal in existence has recently been made for the Public Library by Mr. H. C. 
Lindsell, F. R. S. A., chief designer for the S. A. R. Publicity Department. It is 
made of paste and old newspapers, and painted in oils. It is 13 feet square ona scale of 
3 miles to the inch, and is accurate in every detail. Every place of importance in the 
Province is represented by a white flag bearing its name. In the Game Reserve small 
figures of animals are dotted here and there. Johannesburg is indicated by a tiny model 
of amine head-gear. Miniature railway lines made of wire criss-cross in all directions, 
and blue lines show the courses of rivers and streams. 


Transvaal Book Committee. This Committee, whose activities were described in S.A.L. 
1 : 115-16, April, 1934, has been dissolved. With the improvement in economic condi- 
tions, the restoration of the Provincial subsidy to school libraries, the awakening pub- 
lic interest in school libraries, and the appointment of the Inter-Department al 
Committee on Libraries, the Committee has concluded that its work is done. 


Ventersdorp. Public Library. Atthe annual meeting a decision was taken to purchase new 
books only, and not to obtain second-hand ones from one of the overseas circulating 
Libraries. Complaints had been made that books obtained in the latter manner had 
not been satisfactory. The books marked on the order lists were in many cases replaced 


by substitutes. It was further decided not to restrict the purchase of new books to 
contemporary works. 


Vereeniging. Public Library. At the annual general meeting of the Vereeniging Library, 
figures were quoted which showed that about 25 per cent. of the population of the 
town were subscribers to the library. This percentage, it was claimed, was a record 
for South Africa, and possibly overseas as well; it was, however, hoped that this per- 
centage would be increased when new buildings and other facilities were available. 
The Chairman said that in the past year the progress of the library had been greatly 
hampered by lack of suitable accommodation. Recently a sub-committee, represen- 
ting the Library Committee and the Town Council, had met under the chairmanship 
of the Deputy Mayor. This sub-committee subsequently visited East Rand libraries, 
and as a result of these visits plans were devised for a new library building. The plans 
provide not only for adequate library accommodation for a number of years, but in- 
clude a lecture hall and a museum. Itis felt that the addition of these two will enhance 
the amenities of the town. Thenew building is to be erected on the Market Square. 
The meeting passed a vote of thanks to the Librarian, Miss L6tter, and tothe Secretary, 
Mr. F. Meltzer. (The Star, 31. Aug. 1936). 


Witbank. Public Library. At a public meeting on September 2 a committee was formed 
to promote the inauguration of a public library. A municipal grant of £500, an offer of 


books, and a reading-room at the Witbank Swimming Baths had been offered for the 
purpose. 





BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 


Africana. Bibliography. Mr. A.C.G. Lloyd is responsible, with Mr. Milne, for the excellent 
Bibliography accompanying the new South African volume of the Cambridge history 
of the British Empire. 

Africana from New Zealand. Mr. ‘Tom McNab, Mayor of Mount Eden, Auckland, New 
Zealand, has sent to The Star a copy of the first volume of Lichtenstein’s ‘‘Travels 
in Southern Africa in the years 1803, 1804, 1805 and 1806’’, printed in 1812, which he 
discovered in interesting circumstances. It may be recalled that Mr. McNab was in this 
country some years ago with the New Zealand footballers.Ever since he left Johannes- 
burg in 1906, a friend with whom he played Rugby has been posting him The Star, 
and in this and other ways he has maintained contact with South African affairs. 

After returning to New Zealand, Mr. McNab re-entered local politics. In addition 
to his mayoralty, one of the positions Ke holds is that of deputy-chairman of the Auck- 
land Metropolitan Relief Association. When the recent depression in New Zealand was 
at its worst, the association had charge of a large number of relief workers distributed 
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in camps throughout the country. In response to an appeal, quantities of books and 
magazines were sent to the workers. Quite lately, when closing the depots, a good many 
books were discarded and loaded up to be sent to the destructor..Mr. McNab felt 
interested to look at these and to rescue any which appeared of value. Among them was 
this volume of Lichtenstein’s Travels. 

We have to thank Mr. McNab for sending us this complete copy, containing the 
illustrations which add so considerably to the value of the book. In response to his 
suggestion, The Star has offered the book to the Johannesburg Public Library, by 
which it has been gratefully accepted. Mr. R. F. Kennedy, the librarian, points out 
that Lichtenstein’s Travels are a much sought-after item of Africana. Although the 
Library already possessed one copy of the book, this addition is a valuable one for the 
Africana section. The manner of its recovery is a reminder that many rare and valuable 
books must get thrown away or destroyed because they look like junk. The public 
would do well to note the possible value of old books and papers, particularly those 
relating to South Africa. 

It is gratifying to know that much excellent material has been sent to the Library 
for the Johannesburg room since the Jubilee celebrations aroused interest in such 
things. Mr. Morrison, the director of the Africana museum, has already received 
valuable and interesting material relating to Johannesburg from all over South Afri- 
ca, and even beyond. (The Star, 27 Oct., 1936). 


Books for the Blind. One of the new books for the blind published by the National 
Institute isa Geography of the the BritishIsles, illustrated byembossed maps. A guide 
in Braille takes the fingers of the student round the coasts,up rivers and over mountains 
and names the towns and other features passed. 755,000 bound volumes, pamphlets, 
newspapers, and magazines,.in embossed type came from the Institute’s presses last 
year, the proof-reading and stereotyping being done by the blind themselves. 

Lord Nuffield, who last year gave £5,000 for the development of talking books 
for the blind, has made a further gift of £35,000, which will be paid in seven annual 
instalments. 

A gift of £500 a year for three years has also been made by the Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trustees. 


Paper-Making in South Africa. The Department of Agriculture and.Forestry of the 
South Africa Union has succeeded in enlisting practical sympathy on the question of 
erecting and operating wood pulp and paper factories on Crown forest reserves in the 
Union; and within the next eighteen months the South African Government and 
local paper people will establish a new paper manufacturing enterprise. The mill will 
be located at some point in the Eastern Transvaal. It is estimated that 750,000 cubic 
feet of Transvaal grown timber will be provided annually from State- owned planta- 
tions, thus eliminating the importation of pulp for the enterprise. 

The matter was first advertised in the Government Gazette in 1935*, and the 
concession for the exploitation of paper pulp lumber in this particular area has been 
granted to Mr. Schwartz, of the Premier Paper Mills, Johannesburg, his being the 
highest tender of a number which were received from the United ‘Kingdom and other 
countries. 

The main output of the proposed mill will be kraft paper. Cement bags, now in 
great demand owing to the growth of the Union’s cement industry, will absorb a large 
proportion of the local paper output. Strong kraft, instead of hessian, is now being 
used for these bags, because it offers the additional advantage of being waterproof. 
(The South African stationery trades journal. 19, no. 10 : 7, Oct., 1936). 


Periodicals List. At a meeting of the Committee on the Organisation of Research in South 
Africa of the South African Association for the Advancement of Science on 8th October, 
the question of the publication of a new edition of Mr. Lloyd’s List of. the serial pub- 
lications in the libraries of South Africa was discussed. It was stated that this would cost 
about £100. The Committee recommended to the Council of the Association that a 
new edition was desirable, that a revision should be carried out in3 to5 yéars after the 
appearance of the revised edition, and that the Research Grant Board be approached in 
this connexion. ‘These recommendations were subsequently adopted by the Council. 





..* S.A, L. 3.: 39, Oct. 1935. 
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OF THE CAPE PRESS, 1796-1837 


compiled by 
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ADDITIONAL TITLES IN THE KIMBERLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Submitted by 


J. Ross, 
Librarian, K. P. L. 


(8.) ADVERTISEMENT. . . Add: Same in Dutch. Single sheet. 24 cm. K. 


ADVERTISEMENT . ‘“‘It is with infinite satisfaction the members composing the 
Supreme Commission observe, that the recent regulations for the economical 
and impartial distribution of bread have already been attended with the happiest 
effects. ..’’ Stad House, 13th March, 1801. . . Single sheet. 30.5cm. With Dutch 
translation on reverse. : 


KAAPSCHE STADS COURANT. 
(A) Byvoegzel, No. 31. 14 de Maart, 1801. 1 p. 24.4cm. K. 
(B) Extra ordinaire Kaapsche Stads Courant, 19de October, 1801. 1 p.24.4cm. 


AFRICAN KALENDAR FOR MDCCCII. Under the sanction of Government. Compiled 
by H. H. Smith. Cape Town : Printed at the Government Press, 1802. (Second 
title) : De Afrikaansche Staats Almanak, voor het jaar, MDCCCII. ‘Onder approba- 
tie van het Gouvernement. . . door H. i. Smith. Gedrukt ter Drukkery van het 
Gouvernment in Caap Stad. 1802. 15.2cm. Nopagination. 3 p. blank+2p. titles 
+ 1p. blank + 80 pp. Rough woodcut of ship in full sail atend. Added: The 
African Almanac, for the year of our Lord MDCCCII... 1802. 15.2 cm. No 
pagination. 1 - ‘title, reverse blank+16 pp. (In the original green cardboard 
covers. 


KAAPSCHE COURANT. Byvoegsel. 29 September, 1803. 1 p. 24.4 cm. K. 

Notice . FREIGHT FOR AMSTERDAM. Notice to shippers that the Brig Fanny in Table 
Bay is now ready to receive cargo. Particulars may be learned at Walker and 
Robertson’s Counting House. . . 1 sheet, in English and Dutch. 21.3 cm. K. 


CATALOGUS van boeken, instrumenten, estampes en andere rariteiten, nagelaaten 
door den van hier vertrokkenen Lt. Collonel ter Horst, waar van de Publieke 
Verkooping zal gehouden worden op Maandag den 17 September 1804, en vol- 
gende — binnen het Kasteel deGoede Hoop. 30.5 cm. 12pp. No printer’s na- 
me. 


ALMANAK VOOR DE KAAP DE GOEDE HOOP, voor het schrikkeljaar MDCCCIV. 
Berekend naar de meridiaan van de Kaapstad. Benevens eene opgave van alle 
Hooge en Lage Civile en Militaire Collegien en Ambtenaren. Ten Drukkery van 
het Gouvernement... 1804. 13.1 cm. No pagination. Title, with 22 lines of verse in 
Dutch on reverse.+ 74 pp. last p. blank. In original pale green satin binding. g.e. K. 

EENIGE VRAAG-POINCTEN, door den Gouverneur en Generaal en Chef... wat ter 


bevordering van het welzyn der Volkplanting in deeze behoord te worden gedaan. 
31 cm. 8 pp. Kaapstad. 1805. 


WAARSCHOUWING. De respective Ingezetenen der Buiten-Districten worden door 
dezen vermaand, niet alleen zich stil en gerust te houden op hunne Plaatsen, maar 
ook voort te vaaren met het trappen van hun Koorn ...10 January, 1806. 1 sheet. 
30. 5 cm 





* Tentative edition, mimeographed. S.A.L.A. Bibliography, no. 1, 1935. 3/6 post free. 
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1806. 


PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal ik nodig geoordeeld heb, Zyne we voormaligen 


Fiscaal, den Heere Willem Stephanus van Rynev eld, te requireeren. . . January 11, 
1806... 1 sheet. 30.5 cm. K, 


PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal eene geringe party van Bataaffsche Troupes onder het 
bevel van den Lieut. Generaal Janssens zig hebben geretireerd naar de Binnen- 
landen .. January 11, 1806. 1 sheet. 30.5 cm. 

PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal ik nodig oordeel, myne Cav allery dadelyk te monteeren, 
zo requireer ik by dezenalle Rypaarden... January 13,1806. 1 sheet.31 cm. K. 
PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal Zyne Majesteits "Troupes zich hebben meester gemaakt 
van de oad Stellenbosch en dies environs. .. January 13, 1806. 1 sheet. 30. 

5cm. : 

PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal ik ten dienste van Zyne Majesteit goedgevonden heb, een 
Corps Hottentotsche Infantery zo spoedig als mogelyk op te richten... 1 sheet. 
30.5 cm. ‘ 

PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal ik nodig oordeel, myne Cavallery dadelyk te monteeren ; 
zo requireer ik by dezen alle Rypaarden, en zodanige andere Paarden. .. 1 sheet. 

29 cm. K. 

PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal aan my gerapporteerd geworden is, dat verscheidene Of- 
ficieren in dienst der Bataaffsche en Fransche a de Kaapstad woonen 
en die hun woord van eer nog niet gegeeven hebben... January 13,1806. 1 sheet. 
30.5 cm. K. 

PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal Zyne Majesteits Gouvernement in deze Bezetting, een 
grooten voorraad van Fourage voor de Cavallerie van nooden heeft... 1 sheet. 
30.5 cm. K. 

(Arms) ADVERTISEMENT. Brigadier General Ferguson, Commandant of the Town, 
does hereby require all those who, under the late Batavian Government, bore 
arms under the denomination of Auxiliaries, Kaapsche Jagers, etc., to deliver their 
guns to-morrow the 18th instant, at 9 o’clock, to the Town Major in the Castle .. . 
January 17, 1806. 1 sheet. 30.5cm. English and Dutch, in parallel columns. K. 

(Arms) PROCLAMATION... Whereas, Lt. General Janssens has last night consented to 
the terms of an honourable capitulation ... January 18, 1806. 1 sheet. 27.5 cm. 
English and Dutch, in parallel columns. K. 

(Arms) PROCLAMATION. Whereas, it has been represented to me that there are a con- 
siderable number of strangers residing in this Settlement without any regular pass 
or permission... February 25, 1806. 1 sheet. 41.5 cm. : 

(Notice) Custom House, this 26 February, 1806. Notice is hereby given to the 
trading inhabitants and strangers, that ...no merchandize.. is suffered to be 
landed, shipped or transferred without... a Licence from the Custom House. . 
A. Muller, Collector. 1 sheet. 41.5 cm. In English and Dutch. Ke 

(Arms) PROCLAMATION. Whereas it has been represented unto me by the Chamber 
of Finance, that they have nearly compleated the examination of the Accounts. . 
of the Public Revenue, up to the 10th January last ... March 17, 1806... 1 sheet 
30.3 cm. English and Dutch, in parallel columns. K. 

(Arms) PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal door de Graan-Commissie aan my vertoond is 
geworden, dat uit de beste informatien welke zy in staat is geweest te verkryen . . 
Maart 17, 1806. 1 sheet. 30.5cm. English and Dutch in parallel columns. K. 

(Arms) GOVERNMENT LANDS. The Government Farm of Riet-Valley is to be let on 
lease by order of His Excellency .. for the space of one year... March 19, 1806. 

. L sheet. 41.5 cm. In English and Dutch. K. 

(Arms) PROCLAMATION. Whereas it has been reported to me, that the Sentry upon 
duty at the Barriers of the Lower Castle Yard, near the Imhoff Battery, was fired 
at and wounded about two o’clock in the night’ between the 18th and 19th instant, 
I do hereby offer a reward of One Thousand Rix Dollars... March 20,1806. 
1 sheet. 30.5 cm. English and Dutch in parallel columns. K. 

PUBLIEKE VERKOPING. Van Bengaalsche en Chinasche koopmanshappen, aan de 
meestbiedende, zonder reserve, op Dingsdag, Donderdag en Vrydag den 7, 10 en 
11 dezer maand April... Kaapstad den 5 April, 1806. 1 sheet. 20 cm. K. 

(Arms)}PROCLAMATION. Whereas it has been represented to me, that the inhabitants 
of this Settlement suffer considerable inconvenience for want of some circulating 


medium ofa small value... June 12, 1806. 1 sheet. 30.3 cm. English and Dutch 
in parallel columns. K. 
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(Notice) GROENE-KLOOF. The farm of the Groene Kloof, and the Government Salt 
Pans in that neighbourhood to be let to the highest bidder from the 1st of next 
month. .. June 16, 1806... 1 sheet. 41.5 cm. In English and Dutch. K, 


(Arms) PROCLAMATION. Whereas it has been reported to me, that considerable 
quantities of Spanish Dollars have been lately smuggled out of this Settlement, 
notwithstanding the strict regulations already issued on the subject . . . October 
30, 1806...1 sheet. 30.5 cm. In English and Dutch. K. 


(Arms) PROCLAMATIE. Nademaal aan my gerapporteerd geworden is, dat aanzien- 
lyke quantiteiten van Spaansche Daalders onlangs uit deze Colonie gesmokkeld 
zyn geworden .. . October 31, 1806... 1 sheet. 28 cm. K. 


WAARSCHOWING. Nademaal de noodzakelykheid provisioneel vereischt, dat de 
anders gewoone onbelemmerde gemeenscap met de Buiten-Districten beperkt 
worde,doch ook ter gelyker tyd onvermydelyk is,dat de Bakkers en anderen, die de 
Stad met levensmiddelen voorzien, een vryen uit- en ingang met hunne wagens 
hebben .. .1806. ..1 sheet. 30cm. K. 


REGLEMENT VOOR DE SOCIETEIT DER LOGE DE GOEDE HOOP. Gedrukt als manuscript 
voor de Leden. 1807. 17 cm. 16 pp. No printer’s name or place of publication 
given. At end of last page : A. de Smit, G.M. Op last van de A. L.d. G. H., J.D. 
Alders, Secretaris. 


Amended title : 

AFRICAN COURT CALENDER FOR THE YEAR 1808... 34 unnumbered pp. including tp. 
List of the Army at the Cape of Good Hope. t.lp +1 blank + 22 unnumbered 
pp. The African Almanac... 1808. t.lp.+1 blank+14 unnumbered pp. De 
Afrikaansche Almanak.. 1808, t. Ip.+1 blank+14 unnumbered pp. Arrivals 
and departures of ships. 8 unnumbered pp. African Theatricals... performed 
at Cape Town... 1807... t. lp +1 blank+38 unnumbered pp. Cape Town: 
Government Printing Office. 18 cm. K. 


Add: 66A. 

Same in English. K. 
Add: 67A 

Same in English. K. 


(Arms) PROCLAMATION, by Lt. General Sir John Francis Cradock, passing an order 
in Council for the better regulation of Trade in this Settlement, and for imposing 
certain duties upon all goods, wares and merchandize.. October 9, 1811. On 1 
sheet. 30.5cm. In English and Dutch. K. 

Addition : 

COURT MARTIAL. Minutes of the Proceedings of a General Court Martial... 1811. 
(For particulars see Catalogue of Fairbridge Library, p. 352). 


(Arms) EXPLANATIONS of the Provisions of the Proclamation of the 18th March, 1823, 
to be made to the Slave Population throughout the Colony by the Local Authori- 
ties... April 20, 1825.. On1 sheet. 50cm. In English and Dutch. K. 


ORDINANCES OF THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL, Cape of Good Hope, from the 28th May, 
1825, to the 7th of January, 1834. (So lettered on back of vol.), Contains: Ordi- 
nances Nos. 1-105 ; Local Ordinances Nos. 1-8 and 1 Private Ordinance. In Eng- 
lish and Dutch. With MS. Index. No printed tp. to the collection. A continuation 
of item 302 in this List. 30 cm. 


COLEBROOKE, W.M.G. Report upon the state of the Hottentots and Bushmen . . . Cape 
Town : George Greig. 1829. 25.5 cm. 60 pp. 

CATALOGUE. ‘The following catalogue forms a brief outline of the elegant and 
substantial furniture .. to be sold.. on the 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th of May 
(1829), on the premises of Mr. Cannon, back of the Castle (the late residence of 
His Honor General Bourke) ... Robert Reeves, agent and auctioneer. G. Greig, 
Printer, Keizersgarcht (sic). On 1 sheet. 43.2 cm. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF CULBAISAIRIA: a newly discovered country, governed by the 
Jesuits .. By Thomas Trotter Canterbury, Shaver and News-monger. 20.4 cm. 
16 pp. No place, publisher or date. A political satire on the administration of Lord 
Charles Henry Somerset, probably printed at Cape Town in the 1820's. K. 
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1830. CATALOGUE of the property, moveable and immoveable, belonging to Lieutenant 
Colonel Holloway, who is about to return to England, which will be sold by 
public auction. .. Cape Town : George Greig. 1830. 21 cm. 15 pp. K. 


1831. ON THE AMUSEMENTS OF THE STAGE. Copied from The Christian Observer, being a 
review of Sermons on the Amusements of the Stage, preached at St.James’s Church, 
Sheffield, by the Rev. T. Best, A.M. 1831. 20.3 cm. 20 pp. G.J. Pike, Printer, 


Cape of Good Hope. 


1833. HET NEDERDUITSCHE ZUID-AFRIKAANSCHE TYDSCHRIFT. Deel x. 1833. 21.6 cm. 
tp. 4 unnumbered pp.+1-472 pp 
A complete list of the new tet Hg ‘of the first reformed House of Commons, 
with their politics indicated. Cape Town: G. Greig. 1833. 18cm. 11 pp. K. 


1834. ORDINANCES OF THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL of the Cape of Good Hope, from 3rd 
June, 1834, to 25th May, 1842. (So lettered on back of vol.). No general tp. 30 cm. 
K. 


1835. AANTEEKINGEN by gelegenheid van eene Gouvernements Commissie naar de zuide- 
lvke takken van de Rivier T’Ky en door het Kafferland, in het jaar 1809 ; met een 
Byvoegsel tot dezelve. (The extra number of the Z.A. "Tydschrift, containing Col. 
Collins’ Report). 

Kaapstad : Gedrukt by P. A. Brand. 1835. 21.6 cm. 88 pp., including tp. K. 


1837. ARCHBELL, JAMES. A Grammar of the Bechuana language. By James Archbell, 
Wesleyan Missionary. Graham’s Town : Meurant & Godlonton. 1837. 21 cm. 
tp-+ XXII+82 pp. With folding sheet of Specimens of the Languages of South 
Africa, +1 p. of Errata. K, 


183-. (775) SOUTH AFRICAN MUSEUM... 
add to title: 20.5 cm. 12 pp. 





‘Librarians can make themselves more useful than they now are in recognizing the 
need for books as yet unwritten, books on important subjects that should be authoritative, 
simple and readable, and in exerting the influence of their profession to see that such books 
are written and published.” 

From : Carnegie Corporation of New York. Report of the President (Dr. F.P. Keppel). .. 

for the year ended September 30, 1935. p. 17. 





BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


Catechism in Sechuana. Kimberley Library’s Purchase. A modest little book, about as 
big as the average-sized postcard and about 24 pages, but of importance out of all 
proportion to its size, has been purchased by the Kimberley Public Library. 

Itis an example of one of the first efforts known of reducing the Sechuana language 
to print and is a translation of the Catechism into Sechuana by the late Dr. Robert: 
Moffat in 1826. There is only one other copy known of this book, which is in the 
Grey’ collection in Cape Town. 

The Kimberley Library also has the printing press used by Dr. Moffatin Kuruman 
for his mission publication. (The Star, 5 Oct., 1936). 
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SELECT LIST OF NEW BOOKS 
compiled by 
P. R. Davis 
Hon. Secretary, Johannesburg Book Club 
Classified according to Dewey with the collaboration cj 


R. F. KENNEDY 


100 — PHILOSOPHY 


172.4 Baker, Philip Noel. The private manufacture of arma- 


ments; with a prefatory note by Viscount Cecil. Gollancz. 
Vol. 1. 18. 0 












Mr. Baker has collected in compact form the gist of the evidence on the 
private manufacture of armaments presented to the American Nye Com- 
mittee and the British Royal Commission. His own conclusions are to be 
presented in a second volume to be published next year. The author 
sincerely believes that the manufacture of arms by private firms, who 
are constantly inciting Governments to pile up armaments and embitter- 
ing international relations to serve their own interests, is among the main 
causes of war. 


300 — SOCIAL SCIENCES 


301.15 Wells, H. G. ‘The anatomy of frustration. Cresset 
Press. 


Reviewing the world in his seventieth year, Mr. Wells has invented a 
fictitious personage named Steele as the mouthpiece of his views. The 
method of presentation, which he has used before both in Boon and The 
world of William Clissold, allows him a certain freedom of comment, but 
the ideas presented are obviously his own and constitute a suggestive and 
stimulating criticism of the social conflicts of our time and the reasons for 


the frustration in practice, of the proposed remedies against the almost 
universal chaos. 

























304 


Roberts, Harry. Euthanasia and other aspects of 
life and death. Constable. 


Dr. Roberts has collected a number of his essays on modern sociological 
problems and arranged them under six heads: euthanasia and suicide, 
crime and punishment, mind and reason, education and the child and 
sociology. Dr. Roberts presents his views, distinguished by sound com- 
mon sense, with freshness and humour. 


~I 
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312 Carr-Saunders, A.M. World population. Clarendon. 12. 6 


An authoritative survey of the main factors of world population, stressing 
the dangers in'the fall of population due to birth control in most of the white 
race countries, which even a lowered death rate will not remedy. Accord- 
ing to recent calculations the population of Great Britain in the year 2035 
would be 5,351,000, and the plight of the Dominions would be even worse. 


SELECT LIST OF NEW BOOKS 


321.8 Lengyel, Emil. Millions of dictators. Cassell. 


Mr. Lengyel believes that the world’s dictators, an ever-increasing and 
increasingly dangerous body, are prototypes or dramatic enlargements of 
the citizens they govern, and describes those powerful composite indivi- 
duals who dictate to the dictators. A novel theory illustrated with a wealth 
of interesting detail. 


327.52 Stein, Guenther. Far East in ferment. Methuen. 


An up-to-date survey of the relations between Japan, a country that Mr. 
Stein knows intimately, and her neighbours Russia and China. May be re- 
commended as a wise and well-balanced account of affairs in the Far 
East. 


339.1 Massingham, Hugh. I took off my tie. Heinemann. 


365 


Mr. Massingham, tired of theorising, wanted to know how the very 
poor actually lived, so he took off his tie, put on his oldest clothes, and 
went to live among them, and has turned his experiences into a vivid 
and illuminating book. 


Macartney, Wilfred. Walls have mouths: a record 
of ten years’ penal servitude; with an introduction and 


other comments by Compton Mackenzie. Gollancz. 


A criticism of English prisons and penal discipline by a young American 
who served a sentence of ten years for supplying confidential information 
to the authorities of the U.S.S.R. Mr. Compton Mackenzie believes that 
the revelations of prison life revealed in this book must stir the public 
conscience to demand reform. 


370.947 King, Beatrice. Changing man: the Soviet education 


System. Gollancz. 


An important book by a competent educational authority describing in 
close detail the methods, structure and organization of the Russian educa- 
tional system and the results achieved to date, among which may be 
mentioned the achievement of the Soviet Government in making a 
country, which before the Revolution had 75% to 85% illiterates, into 
one which may be ranked as predominantly literate. 


500 — PURE SCIENCES 


Jeans, Sir James and others. Scientific progress. 
Allen. 


This book contains the Halley Stewart Lectures (1935) on the progress of 
science. Among the six lectures included in the volume are Sir James 
Jeans on Man and the Universe, Sir William Bragg on the Progress of 
physical Science, Prof. J.B.S. Haldane on Human Genetics and Human 
Ideals and Prof. Julian Huxley on Science and Social Needs. 


700 — FINE ARTS 


Nicoll, Allardyce. Film and theatre. Harrap. 
Mr. Nicoll, without despairing of the theatre or believing that the films 
are going to kill it, is optimistically hopeful that the cinema may soon 
produce a work of art, 
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SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 
800 — LITERATURE 


813.5 . Hatcher, Harlan. Creating the modern American 


novel. Williams & Norgate. : 
Dealing almost exclusively with the modern. period this book. contains 
critical estimates and abundant information on the careers and achieve- 
ment of such writers as Willa Cather, Dreiser, Sinclair Lewis, Sher- 
wood Anderson, Cabell and Hergesheimer. 


821.91 Housman, A. E. More poems ; edited with. an intro- 


duction, by Laurence Housman. 


When A. E. Housman died last May, he left the following instructions: 
“T direct my brother, Laurence Housman, to destroy all my prose manu- 


~ scripts in whatever language and I permit but do not enjoin him to se- 


lect from my verse manuscript writing, and to publish any poems which 
appear to him to be completed and to be not inferior to the average of 
my published poems.”’ 

These instructions have been carried out and this book, containing about 
fifty poems, remains to temper our regret. 


824.91 Lucas, E.V. Only the other day: a volume of 


essays. Methuen. 
Though Mr. Lucas adds yearly to the astonishing number of his pub- 
lished works his reputation as a writer of charm and discernment re- 
mains undiminished. 


824.91 Nevinson, Henry Woodd. Between the Wars ; with 


an introduction by H. M. Tomlinson. Hutchinson. 
Reprinted ‘‘middles’’ from the various journals with which Mr. Nevin- 
son, that splendid veteran of letters, has been associated, exhibiting 
his rich enthusiasms and independent judgment. 


824.91 Santayana, George. Obiter scripta: lectures, essays 


and reviews; edited by Justus Buchler@ Benjamin Schwartz. 
Constable. 
A satisfying collection of essays, chiefly on philosophical subjects, re- 
vealing the beautiful clarity of Santayana’s mind and the brilliance of his 
prose style. 


824.91 Smith, Logan Pearsall. Re-perusals and _recollec- 


tions. Constable. 


Mr. Pearsall Smith has done well to collect these essays from widely scat- 


. tered sources, especially the long and brilliant study of our English 


828 


Aphorists, but all the papers are examples of the work of a true critic of 
wide reading, exact scholarship and incisive wit. 


Sitwell, Sacheverel. Dance of the Quick and the 
Dead : an entertainment for the imagination. Faber. 


Mr. Sitwell’s sub-title, an entertainment for the imagination, is perhaps 
the best indication of his method and purposes. The book is a fantasia 
that ranges far and wide over the fields of art, music and literature. 


900 — HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY & TRAVEL 


910.4 Chichester, Francis. Ride on the wind. Hamilton. 


An interesting account of a solo flight by seaplane from Sydney Harbour 
to Japan, written with the zestofthe amateur. 





SELECT LIST OF NEW BOOKS 


910.4 Nichols, Beverley. No place like home. Cape. 


Deserting the Garden Path and the Thatched Cottage Mr. Beverley 
Nichols has journeyed through Europe and ended with a visit to Pales- - 
tine. He relates his adventures with something less than usual of youthful 
impudence and rather more of the earnest evangelistof The fool hath said, 
but despite its.essential triviality the book has flashes of the old gaiety. 


910.4 Pellenc, Baron Jean. Diamonds and dust. Murray. 


915 


Itis rather refreshing to see British India through French eyes. His travels 
lead him for the most part through the Native States of Rajputana, but 
his primary interest is in Indian architecture and painting. Baron Pellenc, 
who has an extraordinary command of English, expresses his opinions 
with outspoken frankness and vigour. 


TRAVEL 


Fleming, Peter. News from Tartary. Cape. 


A magnificent narrative, written with all Mr. Fleming’s cool humour 
and effective understatement of the difficult 3,500 mile journey from 
Peiping across the deserts and mountains of Central Asia to Srinagar 
in Kashmir, on which he was accompanied by that intrepid young 
Swiss girl, Kini Maillart. 


915.1 Woodrooffe, Thomas. River of golden sand. Faber. 


A breezy account of the experiences of anewly-fledged Lieutenant, serv- 
ing in a small gunboat on the upper Yangtze during the troublous times of 
1919. Lt. Woodrooffe has a racy sailor’s humour, a large bump of irreve- 
rence, and a keen eye for the ridiculous, but he has an intimate knowledge 
of China and the Chinese and writes with sympathy for the country and 
people. 


915.43 Elwin, Verrier. Leaves from the jungle : life in a 


Gond Village. Murray. 

Mr. Elwin, a Franciscan missionary, with the culture of Oxford and a 
saving humour of his own, lived for four years among the diseased and 
squalid Gonds of the Central Provinces of India and has made a 
lively and entertaining book of his experiences. A missionary who is as 
funny as Wodehouse is certainly a novelty. 


915.46 Schomberg, R. C. F.. Unknown Karakoram. Hop- 


kinson. 


The Karakoram Mountains form the northern frontier of Kashmir and 
stretch south-east from the tangle of great ranges where China,Russia, 
Afghanistan and the Indian Empire meet. Much of the vast area they 
cover has never been visited by a European, and Colonel Schomberg’s 
account of his two journeys in this bleak region will be read with in- 
terest. Few more notable feats of difficult exploration have been 
accomplished in recent years. 


915.84 Mannin, Ethel. South to Samarcand. Jarrolds. 


Failing to persuade the Moscow Foreign Office to grant them a permit 
to visit Turkistan, Miss Mannin and Miss Nachshen decided to travel 
without one and proceeded on their 7,000 mile journey through the 
Ukraine to the Caucasus, over the famous pass to Tiflis, by air to Baku 
and fourth class across the Caspian Sea to Krasnovodsk and on to Samar- 
cand. The mental and physical strain of the journey has left its mark on 
the book, for in the main travelling ‘‘hard class’? the journey was one 
of squalor and wretchedness. 
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916.19 Mason, Michael H. The paradise of fools. Hodder 


& Stoughton. 

An account of a motor journey through the Libyan desert,a desert as vast as 
India. The expedition consisted of five men, a woman and three cars. 
Thedis tance covered was about 6,300 miles of which some 3,000 were in 
country hitherto unexplored. Mr. Mason has written a lively account 
of a journey that was certainly no picnic and was undertaken for 
purposes of exploration. 


916.2 Jarvis, C.S. Three deserts. Murray. 


The author has been an administrator in the three deserts of Egypt and 
was formerly Governor of Sinai, a post he held for thirteen years. His 
official duties have not dulled his sense of humour and he writes of his 
experiences among the Arab nomads in a fresh and lively style. 


916.66 Greene, Graham. Journey without maps. Heine- 


mann. 

An account of a month’s journey on foot and without a guide through 
the unmapped forests of Liberia. Mr. Greene’s gifts as a novelist are well 
known and serve him well in the present narrative except that he considers 
it necessary to refer with wearisome detail to the sexual misdemeanours 
of his elderly friends in England. This is perhaps meant to supply the 
‘“‘psychological”’ interest without which no modern novel is complete, but 
it is out of place in an African travel book. 


916.755 Gatti, Attilio. Great Mother Forest. Hodder & 


Stoughton. 


Commander Gatti accompanied by his wife and two young Englishmen 
travelled through Kenya and Tanganyika to the Ituri Forest in the Bel- 
gian Congo, where they remained for two years. This is an enthralling 
narrative of their lifeinthe jungle with valuable accounts of the animals 
encountered including the okapi and the bongo. 


919.8 Freuchen, Peter. My life inthe Frozen North. Hei- 


920 


920 


nemann. 


This book is really the autobiography of Mr. Freuchen, a Dane who has 
lived for twenty years in North Greenland and married an Eskimo girl. 
It might be called the “‘Arctic from Within’”’ and gives an intimate ac- 
count of life as it is lived in those frozen latitudes. 


BIOGRAPHY & REMINISCENCES 


Andersson, Charles John. Fortune my foe: the 
story of Charles John Andersson, African explorer (1827-1867), 
by J. P. R. Wallis with a foreword by the Rt. Hon. General 
J.C. Smuts. Cape. 


In his foreword General Smuts ranks Andersson among explorers of 
Southern Africa as second only to Livingstone. Professor Wallis is 
therefore to be congratulated on rescuing Andersson from undeserved 
oblivion. His biography is a well-constructed and sound piece of work. 


“Elizabeth” (Countess Russell). All the Dogs of 
mv life. 
Elizabeth, so one learns from this vivacious book, had fourteen dogs but 
only two husbands. However she prefers dogs and writes of them with 


ny well-known charm and that sly humour that has endeared her to us 
all. 
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Balfour, Arthur James. Arthur James Balfour, First 
Earl of Balfour, by his niece, Blanche G. C. Dugdale. 
Hutchinson. Vol. 1. 


The first volume of the official biography of the greatest of Ed- 
wardian statesmen brings the story down to the Tariff Reform con- 
troversy and, though somewhat lacking in political precision, is a fine 
tribute to a long life of public service. 


Bashkirtseff, Marie. Fountains of youth, by Dormer 


Creston. Butterworth. 


An admirable account, reconstructed from the six volumes of her Journ- 
al, of this precocious Russian child, who died at the age of 24 and yet left 
her impress on literary Europe. 


Bax, Clifford. Ideas and people. Lovat Dickson. 


These discursive chapters of random reminiscences begun some years 
ago in Inland Far will please all lovers of good writing and make a 
pleasant, persuasive and friendly book. 


Belfrage, Cedric. Away from it all: an escapologist’s 


notebook. Gollancz. 


The fashion set by Negley Farson in The way of a transgressor is sure 
to produce many bad imitations, but Mr. Belfrage has a lively mind and 
an unhackneyed style and so rescues his book from the overcrowded 
ranks of the superfluous. 


Butler, Samuel. ‘lhe earnest atheist: a Study of Sa- 
muel Butler, by Malcolm Muggeridge. Eyre @ Spottiswoode. 


What Butler did to his family in The way of all flesh, Mr. Muggeridge 
has attempted to do to Butler himself, but lacking his satirical gifts has 
merely produced an ill-tempered essay in the over-rated American art 
of debunking. 


Jellicoe, John Rushworth, Far/ of. ‘Vhe life of John 
Rushworth, Earl of Jellicoe, G. C. B., by Admiral Sir R. H. 


Bacon. Cassell. 

Admiral Bacon is to be congratulated on having published his im- 
portant biography in one volume. While dealing fully with Lord Jelli- 
coe’s early career he naturally devotes the most important sections of 
his book to his command of the Battle Fleet during the Great War and 
the controversy that still obscures the Battle of Jutland. The book is a 
worthy tribute to the great sailor who now sleeps, in his rightful place, 
beside Nelson. 


Lane, John. John Lane andthe ‘nineties, by J. Lewis 


May. ‘The Bodley Head. 

It was fitting that the Bodley Head should publish Mr. May’s charming, 
if discursive, tribute to the publisher of The Yellow book, and as such the 
centre of that charmed circle that gave the’nineties their particular cachet. 


Luther, Martin. Luther, by F. Funck-Brentano; 


translated from the French by E. F. Buckley. Cape. 


Mr. Funck-Brentano’s fascinating book, admirably translated, deals 
mainly with Luther the man, and is based on his own writings and 
table-talk. 
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‘ Moore, George. ‘The life of George Moore, by 
Joseph Hone. Gollancz. 


Probably the most important literary biography of the Autumn season, 
written-with care and candour by one who knew both Moore and the Irish 
literary movement from the inside. If a trifle over-documented it 
throws new light on one of the most baffling literary figures of our time. 


Orage, ALR. A.R. Orage: a Memoir, by Philip 
Mairet. Dent. 


The enigmatic figure of the Editor of the New Age, and as such the lite- 
rary and political storm centre of the decade immediately preceding the 
war, is in danger of being forgotten. This book brings back to us the 
varied facets of his strange character and his extraordinary influence 
over the writers of his time. 


Sedgwick, Anne Douglas. Anne Douglas Sedgwick: 
a portrait in letters, chosen and edited by Basil de Selincourt. 
Constable. 


All lovers of the Little French girl and the earlier novels Tante and 
Adrienne Toner will be pleased to have these delightful examples of the 
epistolary art and to be admitted into the intimate company of this 
charming, highly gifted and courageous woman. 


Thompson. F. R. ‘“‘Matabele’”’ ‘Thompson: an auto- 
biography, edited by Nancy Rouillard. Faber. 


‘“Matabele”’ Thompson’s romantic career and his association with Rho- 
des, Rudd and Rochefort Maguire make an interesting interlude in 
South African history. 


Van Gogh, Vincent. Letters of an artist; from 
Vincent Van Gogh to Anton Ridder van Rappard ; trans- 
lated from the Dutch by Rela van Messel. Constable. 


These letters, written by Van Gogh between 1881 and 1885 and now 
published for the first time, throw important new light on the early 
struggles and aspirations of this Dutch artist. 


Belloc, Hilaire. Characters of the Reformation. 
Sheed & Ward. 
Mr. Belloc’s gifts for historical portraiture are well displayed in these 


studies of the leading players in the drama of the Reformation. Written 
with his usual brilliance and his usual bias. 


940.28 Guedalla, Philip. ‘(he Hundred Years. Hodder & 
Stoughton. 


Mr. Guedalla has presented us with a picturesque panorama of world 
history, packed into the small space of 353 pages. Pictures of im- 
portant epochs are flashed on to the screen and afford vivid glimpses, 
tantalising in their brevity, of Time’s unending pageantry. 
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940.4 Lloyd George, David. War Memoirs. Ivor Nichol- 
son & Watson. Vol. 5. 


Undeterred by abuse or the difficulties of his enormous task, Mr. Lloyd 
George pursues his way, through the blunders and disasters of the 
Great War, with unabated vigour and gusto. He ranges over the vast 
mass of his material and selects from it all that is essential, presenting 
it with the ease and mastery of a great advocate. The period covered 
is the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the first five months of 1918, the 
eve of the heaviest defeat ever suffered by British troops. With unflinch- 
ing courage Mr. Lloyd George continues his merciless onslaught 
on our military leaders. 


Spender, J. A. Great Britain: Empire and Common- 
wealth, 1886-1935. Cassell. 


Mr. Spender begins with Gladstone’s first Home Rule Bill and ending 
with the events of last year compresses into an easy flowing narrative the 
stupendous upheavals of our time. A masterly book, of a crucial epoch, 
that every Englishman who is proud of his traditions should read. 


Goold-Adams, R.J. M. South Africa, to-day and 
to-morrow. Murray. 


It is natural that the son of the late Sir Hamilton Goold-Adams, in 
pre-Union days the popular Governor of the Orange River Colony, 
should be drawn to South Africa and should write of its problems with 
sympathy and understanding. 


968.3 Clements, W. H. ‘The glamour and tragedy of the 
Zulu War. Lane. 


Most South Africans have but the haziest recollection of the Zulu War 
and Mr. Clements does well to remind us of the stirring days of Rorke’s 
Drift, Isandhlwana, Eshowe and Ulundi, and has succeeded in produc- 
ing a vivid story of the great Cetewayo and his trained army of 60,000 
fighting men. 


FICTION 
GENERAL ; 


BELLOC, Hilaire 
BLAKER, Richard 
BRIFFAULT, Robert 
BROMFIELD, Louis 
BROPHY, John 
BULLETT, Gerald 
CAMBRIDGE, Elizabeth 
DEEPING, Warwick 
DE LA ROCHE, Mazo 
FARJEON, Eleanor 
GIBBS, Philip 
GRAVES, Robert 
HAY, Ian 

HEYER, Georgette 
HINDUS, Maurice 
HUTCHINSON, R. C. 
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JAMESON, Storm 
KANDEL, Aben 


The Hedge and the Horse 
But Beauty Vanishes 
Europa 

It had to Happen 

The Ramparts of Virtue 
The Snare of the Fowler 
The Two Doctors 

No Hero This 

Whiteoak Harvest 
Humming Bird 

Cities of Refuge 
Antigua Penny Puce 
Housemaster 

‘The Talisman Ring 
Under Moskow Skies 
Shining Scabbard 

Time Piece 

None Turn Back 

City for Conquest 


(Cassell) 
(Heinemann) 
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KAYE-SMITH, Sheila 
LESLIE, Doris 
MACDONELL, A. G. 
MASEFIELD, John 
O’BRIEN, Kate 
RATHBONE, Irene 
SALE, Richard 
SASSOON, Siegfried 
STREET, A. G. 
THIRKELL, Angela 
WALLACE, Kathleen 
WALPOLE, Hugh 
WARNER, Sylvia T. 
WILLIAMS, J. Grenfell 
J. @ H. MAY [ am Black 
YOUNG, F. Brett Far Forest 


DETECTIVE STORIES & THRILLERS , 


BAILEY, H. C. Clue for Mr. Fortune 
BEEDING, Francis Nine Waxed Faces 
CROFTS, F. Wills Man Overboard 
DRAX, Peter He Shot to Kill 
GARDNER, Erle 3. 
INNES, Michael 
PENNY, Rupert 
TAYLOR, Phoebe A. 
VAN DINE, S. 5S. 
WADE, Henry 
WHALEY, F. J. 
WHEATLEY, Dennis 


SHORT STORIES ; 


BENSON, Stella 
BRIDGE, Ann 


Rose Deeprose 
Fair Company 
Lords and Masters 
Eggs and Baker 
Mary Lavelle 
They Call It Peace 


Sherston’s Progress 

The Gentleman of the Party 
August Folly 

Pity my Simplicity 

Prayer for my Son 

Summer Will Show 


The Talkative Policeman 
Deathblow Hill 

The Kidnap Murder Case 
Bury Him Darkly 
Trouble in College 
Contraband 


Collected Short Stories 
The Song in the House 
SAROYAN, William Inhale and Exhale 
WALLACE, Doreen Going to the Sea 


FOREIGN FICTION (In Translation) ; 
ASCH, Sholem The Calf of Paper 
CHEVALLIER, G. Clochemerle 
CLAIR, René Star Turn 
FALLADA, Hans 
MALRAUX, André 
MANN, Klaus 
MANN, Thomas 
ROTH, Joseph 
SINGER, I. J. 
UNDSETT, Sigrid 


Days of Contempt 

Journey into Freedom 
Stories of Three Decades 
Story of the Hundred Days 
The Brothers Ashkenazi 
Gunnar’s Daughter 


Not Too Narrow, Not Too Deep 


The Case of the Caretaker’s Cat 
Death at the President’s Lodging 


Old Heart Goes on a Journey 
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SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
TRANSVAAL BRANCH 
QUARTERLY REPORT, NOVEMBER, 1936 


The Annual General Meeting of the Transvaal Branch was held in 
the Johannesburg Public Library, 28th October, 1936. 


Miss P.M. Speight, Sub-Librarian, Johannesburg, and Mr. S. J. 
Kritzinger of the Department of Agriculture Library, were elected Chair- 
man and Vice-Chairman respectively. Mr. E. A. Borland was re-elected 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. Messrs. C. Christie, P. Freer, W.G. Grif- 
fiths, and M. M. Stirling were elected Committee Members. 


A new rule making the immediate past chairman an ex-officio member 
of the incoming committee was adopted by the Branch, and the S.A.L.A. 
General Council is now being asked for its approval of this rule. In the 
meantime the Committee has co-opted Mr. R. F. Kennedy, last year’s 
chairman. 


The annual meeting was very well attended, members coming from 
all parts of the Reef and Pretoria. 


Mr. R. F. Kennedy addressed the meeting, raising an interesting dis- 
cussion on the relationships between the public library and the commercial 
“tickey’’ libraries which are springing up all over South Africa. It appears 
that if a public library is properly run, and has a policy which is neither 
entirely sub-servient to the popular clamour for the latest novel nor for 
the lightest of fiction, the public institution need not seriously be affected 
by the commercial library. The function of the public library is to im- 
prove the literary taste of its members, and, therefore, should not sink to 
the level of the commercial library which has to attract its clientele by 
serving up attractive rubbish. It was pointed out at the meeting that 
British, America and Canadian libraries had the same problem to deal with, 
and it was observed that the greater the proportion of non-fiction circulated 
by a library, the less it was affected by the presence of commercial libraries. 
It is well known that these commercial libraries cannot pay their way, but 
are used purely as a bait to entice people into general stores and chemist 
shops. Once inside the shop, the customer’s attention is taken by some 
article for purchase, and the price he has to pay for it more than compen- 
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sates the store-keeper for any loss he may incur through the books not being 
returned to him. Only cheap editions are being purchased by the commercial 
libraries. 

Another interesting point raised in the discussion of Mr. Kennedy’s 
address was that some libraries,free in name, demand from those persons who 
come to borrow books, a deposit of 5/- for adults, and 2/6 for children. 
It is obvious that hundreds of people, who really need contact with books, 
are debarred from reading. 


One librarian estimated that his institution would find it more econo- 
mical to allow the public to borrow books freely and perhaps to lose a few 
more books than it does now, than to continue operating its present de- 
posit account. 


Hundreds of children are being debarred from using a well established 
children’s library because of the 2 /6 deposit. It was suggested at the meet- 
ing that as children’s libraries were of such great educational importance, 
the Association should approach the ‘Transvaal Education authorities, ask- 
ing that the Department guarantee to replace any books lost by members of 
free children’s libraries. he Committee is now investigating the possibi- 
lity of securing this guarantee. 


Mr. P. Freer reported on the proceedings of the ‘Triennial Conference 
at Bloemfontein, for the benefit of those who were unable to be present. 


The Committee has drawn up a provisional programme of meetings 
and papers for the coming vear as follows : — 
January 13. Witwatersrand University. Mr. P. Freer on Book stacks. 


February 24. Pretoria University. Mr. Coetzee on Library training and 
education. 


April 14. Boksburg. Prof. Pearse on Planning for small libraries. 
May 6. Potchefstroom. Visit to Libraries. 

June 23. Johannesburg. Visit to Rand Daily Mail Library. 
August 4. Benoni. Mr. Griffiths on Library work with children. 
September 15. Union Buildings. ‘Tour of Libraries and Archives. 


October 20. Annual meeting Johannesburg Public Library. 


The Branch intends to pursue an active policy this year, and one of 
the arrangements being made is to secure from overseas the plans of small 
libraries which will be placed at the disposal of municipalities and architects 
engaged in drawing up plans for future buildings. } 
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